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Speakers’ Biographies – In Order of Speaking 
	

“Corban:  Open Issues and Impacts” 

 

Ilya Batikov 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 

 

Ilya is an attorney in the Vorys Columbus office and a member of the finance, energy 
and real estate group. His practice focuses primarily on oil and gas and public utility 

matters.  Ilya has advised operators on matters involving leasing, unit operation and 

development, due diligence, and title and mineral ownership.  He has represented 
operators before state courts and regulatory bodies, lenders in connection with oil and 

gas project financing, and clients in rate proceedings and investigations before the 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. 

 
Ilya has presented on numerous occasions on oil and gas issues and is a regular 

contributor to the Vorys Energy & Environmental Law Blog. He is a member of the 

Energy & Mineral Law Foundation and a graduate of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation Oil and Gas Law Short Course.  

 

Ilya received his J.D., summa cum laude, from the Cleveland State University, 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law and his B.A., cum laude, from John Carroll 

University. 

 

Ilya Batikov, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, 52 East Gay Street, Columbus, Ohio 
43215; 614.464.6434; ibatikov@vorys.com 

 

Nicolle R. Snyder Bagnell 
Reed Smith LLP 

Nicolle is Co-Vice Chair of Reed Smith’s global Energy & Natural Resources Group. 

She counsels energy clients in various matters and focuses on litigation and regulatory 

issues regarding natural gas production from shale formations, as well as natural gas 
transportation and storage, in Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Nicolle represents 

natural gas companies in a variety of litigation including lease disputes, royalty class 

actions, condemnations, encroachments and contract issues, as well as counsels clients 
on permitting and permit disputes and performs due diligence and provides advice on 

shale transactions. In addition, Nicolle counsels clients in a variety of environmental 

matters, such as due diligence for real estate transactions, representing clients on 
environmental claims in bankruptcy and advising clients on compliance with 

environmental regulations. 

Nicolle was recognized by the National Diversity Council as one of the "2011 Most 

Powerful and Influential Women of Pennsylvania"; she was included on Law360's 2010, 
2011 and 2012 lists of energy attorneys under 40 to watch; she was selected by Super 

Lawyers as a "Pennsylvania Rising Star" (2005-2010 and 2013); she was one of the 

Pittsburgh Business Times’ “2013 Fast Trackers,” which honors leaders from 



Pittsburgh's business and nonprofit community who are under 40; she was selected by 

The Legal Intelligencer as a “2014 Lawyer on the Fast Track”; and she was selected by 
the Pittsburgh Business Times as a “2015 BusinessWomen First” Winner.  Nicolle 

served as the Oil and Gas Chair at the 32nd Annual Institute of the Energy and Mineral 

Law Foundation.    

Nicolle is a graduate of Harvard University and Duke Law School and has a Masters 
degree from the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke University.  

 

Nicolle R. Snyder Bagnell, Reed Smith LLP, Reed Smith Centre, 225 Fifth Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222; Phone: 412.288.7112; Email: nbagnell@reedsmith.com  

 

Clay K. Keller 
Jackson Kelly PLLC 

 

Clay K. Keller is a Member in the Firm's Akron, Ohio, office where he practices in 

the Litigation Practice Group.  Mr. Keller has broad array of experience in counseling 
and representing individuals and businesses as trial counsel in commercial disputes and 

business tort matters.  For the past several years, Mr. Keller’s practice has focused on 

representing upstream and midstream companies operating in Ohio for the exploration 
and development of the Utica-Point Pleasant Shale Play.  

 

Mr. Keller graduated from the University of Wisconsin – Lacrosse with a B.S. in 1997 
and Notre Dame Law School with a J.D. in 2000. He has Peer Review Rating of AV® 

PreeminentTM from Martindale-Hubbell, which is the highest possible rating in both legal 

ability and ethical standards as established by confidential opinions from members of the 

Bar. 
 

Mr. Keller is admitted to practice in Ohio, as well as the United States District Courts for 

the Northern and Southern Districts of Ohio and the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit. He is a member of the Ohio State, Akron and Stark County Bar 

Associations and the Ohio Oil & Gas Association. He is also a board member of Junior 

Achievement of East Central Ohio. 

 
Clay K. Keller, Jackson Kelly PLLC, 50 South Main Street, Suite 201, Akron, OH 44308; 

330.252.9060; ckkeller@jacksonkelly.com 

 
Joseph A. Tarantelli 

Chesapeake Energy Corporation 

 
Joe Tarantelli is the Managing Attorney for Chesapeake's southern Appalachian assets, 

including its operations and leasehold in Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky and parts of 

southwestern Pennsylvania.  In addition to managing Chesapeake's litigation within those 

states, Joe's current practice involves counseling in-house business partners regarding all legal 
aspects of operations.  Prior to joining the Chesapeake Legal Department in 2011, Joe worked 

at law firms in Kentucky and West Virginia as a litigation attorney, with a primary focus on 

clients involved in natural resource exploration.  He received his B.S. from Xavier University 
and his J.D. from The George Washington University Law School. Joe is a member of the 

Kentucky, West Virginia and Oklahoma Bar Associations and a Trustee of the Energy & 

Mineral Law Foundation. 
 



Joseph A. Tarantelli, Chesapeake Energy Corporation, 6100 N. Western Avenue,  

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118; Phone: 405.935.2423; Email: joe.tarantelli@chk.com 
 

Matt W. Warnock 

Bricker & Eckler LLP 

 
Matt Warnock is a partner and chair of Bricker & Eckler’s Oil & Gas Industry group. Matt 

focuses his practice on a wide range of energy issues, including, oil and gas 

transactional matters; energy policy initiatives; oil and gas litigation, including appellate 
work; title curative matters, including the resolution of mineral rights disputes under the 

Ohio Dormant Minerals Act; and serving as local counsel for producers, pipeline 

companies and energy generation facilities. He is available for mediations in oil and gas 
matters. 

  

Matt also appears before state and regulatory agencies, including the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio (PUCO), Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB), and Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources (ODNR). 

 

Matt W. Warnock, Bricker & Eckler LLP, 100 South Third Street, Columbus, OH 43215; 
614.227.2388; mwarnock@bricker.com 

 

“Procedure and Pitfalls of the “2006 DMA” 
 

Stefanie L. Burt 

Reed Smith LLP 

 
Stefanie is a senior associate in Reed Smith's Energy & Natural Resources Group. Her 

practice is primarily commercial litigation with a focus on oil and gas law, energy 

litigation, and environmental litigation and regulatory work. Stefanie represents natural 
gas companies in a wide variety of litigation, including lease and contract disputes, 

royalty disputes, encroachments, condemnations, dormant mineral act claims, personal 

injury claims, and adversary proceedings in bankruptcy. She regularly practices in state 

and federal courts in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and New York, and has experience in 
alternative dispute resolution, including mediation and arbitration. Stefanie also provides 

counsel on pipeline and natural gas storage issues, including negotiating and drafting 

rights-of-way, easements, and other agreements for her clients.  Stefanie has a broad 
environmental law background, with experience representing clients in federal and state 

environmental enforcement actions and in environmental administrative proceedings. 

 
Stefanie is an Adjunct Professor of Oil and Gas Law at the Duquesne University School 

of Law and was an Adjunct Professor of Scholarly Writing in 2010-2011 at the George 

Washington University Law School. 

Stefanie received her J.D., with honors, from George Washington University Law 
School.  While there she served on The George Washington International Law Review – 
Notes Editor and as a Dean's Fellow for the Legal Research and Writing program.  She 

earned her B.A., magna cum laude, from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Stefanie Lepore Burt, Reed Smith LLP, Reed Smith Centre, 225 Fifth Avenue, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222; 412.288.3877; sburt@reedsmith.com 
 



Gregory W. Watts 

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Co., L.P.A. 
 

Greg is a Director with the law firm of Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Co., L.P.A. 

in Canton, Ohio.  Greg, a member of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation (EMLF), 

received his B.S. and B.A. degrees from the University of Akron in 2004 and his Juris 
Doctor, summa cum laude, from the University of Akron School of Law in 2007.   He is 

an adjunct professor at the University of Akron School of Law where he teaches Oil and 

Gas Law.  He has published numerous articles in the area of Oil, Gas and Mineral Law 
and is the Co-Editor of the firm’s Utica Journal Discoveries, an electronic oil and gas 

newsletter. 

 
Greg’s practice is focused in oil, gas & mineral law, litigation, business and corporate 

law.  He has been heavily involved in the Utica Shale play in Northeastern Ohio 

representing clients and counseling energy producers in due diligence associated with 

mineral and lease acquisitions, and litigating and resolving title, mineral and lease 
disputes.   

 

Gregory W. Watts, Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Co., L.P.A., 4775 Munson St. 
NW, Canton, OH 44718; Phone:  330.497.0700; Email:  gwatts@kwgd.com 

 

“Ohio’s Marketable Title Act and the ODMA: Siblings or Distant Cousins?” 
 

James (“Jay”) A. Carr II 

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 

 
Jay Carr is an associate at Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP and a member of the 

firm’s energy, finance, and real estate group. His practice and experience span several 

areas, including oil and gas transactional matters, title review and due diligence, and 
litigation. He routinely prepares original title opinions and division order title opinions as 

well as assignments, amendments and ratifications, and releases of oil and gas leases 

for producers. He also litigates, or assists others in litigating, claims involving breach of 

an oil and gas lease, wrongful payment of royalties, and title to leasehold properties.  
 

Jay holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Management from Grove City College (cum 

laude), a Juris Doctor from Duquesne University, and a Masters of Business 
Administration from Ashland University (summa cum laude).  He is admitted to practice 

in the State of Ohio, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the State of West Virginia 

as well as the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania and 
Southern District of West Virginia.  

 

James (“Jay”) A. Car II, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, 52 East Gay Street, 

Columbus, Ohio 43215; 614.464.5673; jacarr@vorys.com  
 

Craig E. Sweeney 

Bricker & Eckler LLP 
 

Practicing in Woodsfield and southeastern Ohio since law school, Craig Sweeney’s legal 

practice focuses on oil and gas counsel and litigation. Craig represents individuals and 
businesses in title curative litigation in common pleas court, the Seventh District Court of 

Appeals and the Supreme Court of Ohio. He also has extensive experience drafting and 



negotiating oil and gas leases, mineral sale agreements and surface use agreements. 

Additionally, Craig has assisted a variety of clients in estate planning and business 
succession planning. 

 

Craig earned his J. D. from Ohio Northern University’s Claude W. Pettit College of Law 

in 2011 and his B.A. from DePauw University. 
 

Craig E. Sweeney, Bricker & Eckler LLP, 258 Front Street, Marietta, OH 45750; 

740.374.4405; csweeney@bricker.com 
 

“Understanding Unitization” 

 
Gregory D. Russell 

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 

 

Greg is a partner in the Columbus office and leads the firm’s energy group, one of the 
largest and most experienced energy practices in the Midwest.  For more than 20 years, 

he has been advising producers and pipeline operators in Ohio on business and 

regulatory matters, ranging from asset transactions, to unit operations and development, 
to leasehold and royalty disputes.  Greg's practice frequently involves appearing before 

state and federal regulatory agencies, such as state oil and gas and public utility 

commissions as well as U.S. EPA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
 

Greg is an adjunct professor at The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, 

teaching a course on oil and gas law.  He is also a frequent speaker on a broad range of 

topics impacting the natural gas industry, including oil and gas leasing and contract 
matters, regulatory (e.g., pooling and unitization), environmental and natural gas market 

issues. 

 
He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Energy and Mineral Law Foundation, 

serves as the General Counsel of the Ohio Oil and Gas Association, and is a past-Chair 

of the Ohio State Bar Association’s Natural Resources Law Committee.  Mr. Russell 

received his undergraduate degree, summa cum laude, in Mathematics from 
Washington & Lee University in 1988, and his law degree from Harvard Law School in 

1992. 

 
Gregory D. Russell, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, 52 East Gay Street, 

Columbus, OH 43215; Phone: 614.464.5468; Email: gdrussell@vorys.com 

 
“How Do I...Cure Titles to Severed Minerals?” 

 

Scott D. Eickelberger 

Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer 
 

Scott is a partner with Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer where he has been primarily involved in 

commercial and complex litigation revolving around real estate, oil and gas, and 
construction related disputes. Scott has served as trial counsel for numerous oil and gas 

operators on issues ranging from lease validity, the operation of the 1989 Dormant 

Mineral Act, and drilling and production disputes. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio (1988) and his law degree from the University of 

Dayton School of Law (1991).  During law school, Scott clerked for the Licking County, 



Ohio Common Pleas Court.  Scott is licensed in State of Ohio and in the Southern 

District and Northern District Federal Courts of Ohio. 
 

Scott has been the Solicitor for the Village of New Concord, Ohio since 1992 and has 

served as the President of both the Muskingum County, Ohio and Perry County, Ohio 

Bar Associations.  Scott is a member of the Ohio Oil and Gas Association, American 
Land Title Association and the American Bar Association (Forum on the Construction 

Industry), Ohio, Muskingum, Perry, Licking and Franklin County Bar Associations. 

 
Scott D. Eickelberger, Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer, 50 North Fourth Street, Zanesville, OH 

43701; 740.454.2591; scotte@kincaidlaw.com 

 
Ryan H. Linn 

Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer 

 

Ryan graduated from Denison University with a degree in Economics where he was also 
a four-year varsity athlete for the Big Red Men’s Soccer team. Ryan attended law school 

at The University of Toledo College of Law where he was a Moot Court member and 

competed in the ABA Arbitration event.  Ryan is previously published with Professor 
Kelly Moore on the topic of Internal Revenue Code provisions designed to help the 

middle class but that produce the opposite result. More recently, Ryan and Bill Taylor 

have written on the topic of Tax Titles in Ohio published by the Energy and Mineral Law 
Foundation. Ryan is licensed to practice law in Ohio.  He is a member of the Ohio State 

Bar Association, American Bar Association, and the Energy and Mineral Law 

Foundation, and Ohio Oil and Gas Association. Ryan is actively involved in several 

community programs and serves on the Boards of the United Way and the Abbot Home. 
Ryan’s practice focuses on real estate, title work, natural resources, oil and gas, 

industrial mining, commercial litigation, contracts, and estate planning.   

 
Ryan H. Linn, Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer, 50 North Fourth Street, Zanesville, OH 43701; 

740.454.2591; rlinn@kincaidlaw.com 

 

“Torts 101 . . .or Not – New Questions Raised by Corban” 
 

Stephen P. Kocon 

Frost Brown Todd LLC 
 

Stephen is a senior associate in Frost Brown Todd’s Pittsburgh office where he practices 

in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, and energy and natural 
resources. Prior to joining the firm, Stephen was a senior associate with a Pittsburgh law 

firm specializing in oil and gas matters, where he represented oil and gas exploration 

and production companies in a variety of transactional, operational, regulatory and title 

matters. 
 

Stephen holds a B.B.A, cum laude, from Ohio University and a J.D., cum laude, from the 

University of Akron School of Law. 
 

Stephen P. Kocon, Frost Brown Todd LLC , One PPG Place, Suite 2800, Pittsburgh, PA 

15222; 412.513.4300; Email: skocon@fbtlaw.com 
 

 



Ashley L. Oliker 

Frost Brown Todd LLC 
 

Ashley L. Oliker is an experienced trial attorney and Managing Litigation Associate in the 

Columbus Office of Frost Brown Todd, LLC.  Ashley is a member of the firm’s business 

litigation and appellate practice groups, and has experience handling disputes in a 
variety of litigation and appellate matters, including complex business disputes, title 

insurance litigation, real estate litigation, and disputes under the Ohio Dormant Mineral 

Act.   
 

Prior to joining Frost Brown Todd, Ashley served as an Assistant Attorney General for 

the State of Ohio.  In this role, she represented the State of Ohio and its 
instrumentalities, including its universities, hospitals, agencies and departments in civil 

litigation before the Ohio Court of Claims.  During her tenure in the Court of Claims 

Defense Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, Ashley gained extensive litigation 

experience in all phases of litigation, including pre-trial practice, trial work and appellate 
practice.  As an Assistant Attorney General, Ashley’s primary representation was 

defending a leading state university in civil actions before the Court of Claims. 

 
Before serving as an Assistant Attorney General, Ashley practiced as a Litigation 

Associate in the Columbus office of an Am Law 100 firm.  In this role, Ashley gained 

experience litigating cases in various state and federal courts throughout the country. 
 

Ashley has held a number of leadership positions within the legal community:  She is 

currently the President of the Women Lawyers of Franklin County; she recently 

completed her term on the Columbus Bar Association’s Board of Governors; and Ashley 
served as the Editor-in-Chief of the CBA’s Better Lawyer Publication.  In 2014, Ashley 

was recognized by the Ohio State Bar Foundation as a recipient of its Community 

Service Award for attorneys under the age of 40. 
 

Ashley L. Oliker, Frost Brown Todd LLC, 10 West Broad Street, One Columbus Center, 

Suite 2300, Columbus, OH 43215; 614.559.7227; aoliker@fbtlaw.com 

 
“Handouts and Paybacks: Remedies for Payments Made to the Wrong Party” 

 

T. Owen Beetham 
Beetham Law Office 

 

Owen Beetham is a solo practitioner at Beetham Law Office, and the fourth generation 
of his family to represent mineral owners with their coal and oil and gas matters in 

Harrison County, Ohio.  His practice includes a wide range of property and mineral 

issues involving coal, oil and gas, pipeline, surface and subsurface use issues, including, 

transactional matters; title review and curative matters; and litigation, including appellate 
work.  In addition to his private practice, Owen also serves as the Harrison County 

Prosecuting Attorney. 

 
Owen has a B.A. in English, with distinction, from Kenyon College; a J.D. from the 

University of Toledo College of Law. 

 
T. Owen Beetham, Beetham Law Office, 146 South Main Street, Cadiz, Ohio 43907; 

740.942.2356; Owen.Beetham@gmail.com 



 

Anthon W. Jesko 
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. 

 

Anthony W. Jesko is a principal of Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. and a member of 

the firm’s Energy and Real Estate Groups. He concentrates his practice in all areas of oil 
and gas law with a particular emphasis in oil and gas litigation, administrative, 

transaction work, and title. 

 
Mr. Jesko was in-house corporate counsel for an independent exploration and 

production oil and gas company. As in-house counsel, he frequently advised the CEO, 

COO, General Counsel, CFO, Executive Vice Presidents, and top senior management 
on complex oil and gas related legal issues. 

 

He has experience negotiating and drafting numerous legal documents including, 

without limitation to, leases, lease amendments, ratifications, lease assignments, right-
of-ways, surface use agreements, water impoundment agreements, disposal 

agreements, road use agreements, lease swap agreements, agreements to lease, drill to 

earn and farm-out agreements, letters of intent, purchase sale agreements, 
confidentiality agreements, joint operating agreements, settlement agreements and 

various other litigation motions, disclaimers, releases, and license agreements. 

 
Mr. Jesko received his J.D. from Michigan State University College of Law in 2010 and 

his B.S. from Youngstown State University in 1999. 

 

Anthony W. Jesko, Esq., Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C., Two PPG Place, Suite 400, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222; 412.392.5545; ajesko@dmclaw.com 

 

John R. Seeds 
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. 

 

John R. Seeds is a principal of Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. He concentrates his 

practice in the areas of real estate and energy-related litigation, with a particular 
emphasis in oil and gas. Mr. Seeds advises exploration and production clients 

concerning title matters and leasehold acquisition, storage field acquisition, division 

order title, and curative matters for acreage positions in the Marcellus, Utica, and New 
Albany shale plays. He routinely advises operators regarding Ohio’s Dormant Mineral 

Act, Marketable Title Act, and other statutory regimes impacting oil and gas development 

in the Utica. Additionally, Mr. Seeds represents several operators in Ohio state and 
federal courts defending leasehold interests in matters involving mortgage foreclosure, 

state and federal tax lien foreclosure, lease forfeiture, pipeline easement condemnation, 

and contractual disputes with landowners. His litigation experience covers both 

Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
 

Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Seeds served as a senior counsel in the Pittsburgh office of 

a national law firm specializing in oil and gas title and energy-related litigation. He has 
also practiced before Pennsylvania state and federal courts in matters involving 

construction defect claims, wrongful death, transportation, premises liability, and 

commercial contract disputes. His prior practice with a Cleveland-based law firm 
included matters involving unfair competition and misappropriation of trade secrets, 



contract disputes and business torts, construction litigation and lien disputes, and toxic 

tort defense. 
 

Before beginning his civilian career, Mr. Seeds served in the U.S. Marine Corps as an 

officer and judge advocate, defending service members charged with misdemeanor and 

felony level offenses under the Uniform Code of Military Justice. He was stationed at the 
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, California. 

 

Mr. Seeds received his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 2003 and 
his B.A. from the College of William & Mary in 2000. 

 

John R. Seeds, Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C., Two PPG Place, Suite 400, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222; 412.392.5349; jseeds@dmclaw.com 

 


