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Energy & Mineral Law Foundation 
40th Annual Institute 
June 9-11, 2019 
 
Speakers' Biographies – by session 
 
8:45-9:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker 
 
Steven E. Winberg 
Assistant Secretary of Fossil Energy 
 

As Assistant Secretary, Steven Winberg is responsible for the management and oversight of 
FE’s research and development program, encompassing coal, oil, and natural gas, as well as 
the Office of Petroleum Reserves. 
 
Mr. Winberg has 39 years of experience in the energy industry. He began his career at the 
engineering firm Foster Wheeler as an engineer on coal-fired utility boilers. From there, he 
spent 14 years with Consolidated Natural Gas working in a variety of positions before becoming 
Vice President for CONSOL Energy Research & Development. Immediately prior to coming to 
DOE, Mr. Winberg served as a Senior Program Manager at Battelle Memorial Institute. 
 
Over the span of his career, Mr. Winberg has participated in a number of policy and energy 
initiatives.  He has also gained extensive experience in numerous energy technologies, 
including advanced fossil energy combustion, coal-to-liquids, fluidized bed combustion, 
emulsified fuels, fuel cells, alternative fuel vehicles, and carbon utilization. 
 
Mr. Winberg received a bachelor’s degree in nuclear science from the State University of 
Maritime College in 1978 and an MBA from the University of Pittsburgh in 1981. 
 
9:15-10:15 a.m. The Eastern U.S. Pipeline Siting Controversies 
 
Michael R. Pincus 
Van Ness Feldman LLP 

Michael Pincus advises clients on all aspects of the siting and operation of interstate natural gas 
pipelines and liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals before the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC).  As an attorney at Van Ness Feldman, and previously at FERC, Michael 
has an in-depth understanding with a wide range of issues under the Natural Gas Act (NGA), 
including pipeline certificate and abandonment proceedings and LNG terminal and export 
authorizations.  Michael also has experience with natural gas storage facility authorizations, 
presidential permits, limited jurisdiction certificates, blanket certificates, market-based rate 
determinations, and rate and tariff issues.  

Michael counsels clients through every step of FERC's environmental review process for 
pipeline and LNG projects under the National Environmental Policy Act and with respect to 
applicable environmental laws, including the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Endangered 
Species Act, and National Historic Preservation Act. 

Michael also is practiced in Part I of the Federal Power Act, advising clients on a variety of 
hydroelectric licensing and compliance matters, including the license applications, transfers, 
amendments, surrenders, terminations, as well as preliminary permits. 
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From 2007-2012, Michael worked as an attorney-advisor in the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission's Office of the General Counsel, Energy Project Section.  He was also named a 
“Next Generation Lawyer” by the Legal 500 for oil and gas in both 2017 and 2018. 

10:30-11:00 a.m. State Supreme Court Update 
 
Justice Elizabeth A. McClanahan 
Supreme Court of Virginia  
 
Elizabeth A. McClanahan was elected by the Virginia General Assembly as a Justice on the 
Supreme Court of Virginia in August 2011. She previously served nine years as a judge on the 
Court of Appeals of Virginia, as Virginia’s Chief Deputy Attorney General, and before that was a 
principal in the law firm of Penn, Stuart & Eskridge.  Justice McClanahan has also served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Energy & Mineral 
Law Foundation.  In private practice, Justice McClanahan was admitted to the bars of Virginia, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, the District of Columbia, Maryland and West Virginia and was selected 
as the 1994 El Paso Natural Gas Law Fellow for the Natural Resources Law Center at the 
University of Colorado School of Law. 
 
Justice McClanahan has served as chairman of the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, Vice-Rector of the College of William and Mary in Virginia, and as a Williamson Fellow 
at William and Mary Law School.  She currently teaches at Appalachian School of Law, serving 
as the Street Memorial Distinguished Visitor in Real Estate Law. 
 
She has been active in community service, receiving the YWCA Tribute to Women Award for 
Volunteer Community Service, Virginia Cooperative Extension’s William Skelton Extension 
Leadership Award, Virginia Oil & Gas Association’s David M. Young Award, Radford University 
Heritage Award, Bridgewater College Outstanding Service Award, Virginia 4-H Foundation 
Alumni Award and Appalachian School of Law’s 2004 Appalachian Service Award. 
 
11:00-11:45 a.m. Weed in the Workplace:  The Impact of Medical and Recreational 

Marijuana on Employers’ Rights 
 
Karina R. Conley 
McDonald Hopkins LLC 

Karina is an associate in the firm’s Labor and Employment and Litigation Practice Groups. 
Karina’s experience includes representing employers in a variety of labor and employment and 
workplace injury matters, including but not limited to claims of discrimination, harassment, 
wrongful termination, retaliation, issues involving the Family Medical Leave Act, Americans with 
Disabilities Act, National Labor Relations Act and both federal and state wage and hour 
statutes. She has been involved in defending matters in both state and federal court and before 
the EEOC, Ohio Civil Rights Commission, Department of Labor, and other administrative 
bodies. Karina also regularly advises employers on issues involving employment law 
compliance and policy development.  

Prior to joining McDonald Hopkins, Karina was an associate at a national employment law firm. 

Karina earned a J.D., Order of the Coif, from West Virginia University College of Law in 2011 
and a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice & Psychology, summa cum laude, from Glenville 
State College in 2008. 
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Erin E. Magee 
Jackson Kelly PLLC 
 
Erin E. Magee is Of Counsel in Jackson Kelly PLLC’s Energy and Manufacturing industry 
groups, focusing primarily on labor and employment matters. She practices out of the Firm’s 
offices in Charleston, West Virginia, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
One of Erin’s best qualities is her straightforward, no-nonsense approach – she won’t tell you 
what you want to hear, but rather what you need to hear. This is what every client should seek 
out in an attorney. Erin is passionate about helping clients navigate issues in the workplace, 
consulting daily with employers about wage and hour issues, employee leave and benefit 
questions, reductions in force, drug testing, workplace privacy, personnel policies, and 
employee discharge and discipline issues. Erin also provides training and speaks at seminars 
and conferences on issues such as how to avoid harassment in the workplace. She is 
knowledgeable on this subject because she regularly conducts investigations of complaints of 
harassment and discrimination in the workplace. She knows providing guidance and advice on 
the front end often prevents the issues that ultimately lead to litigation. 
 
Erin has built a solid labor and employment practice because she’s more than just a litigator – 
she’s an advisor, an instructor, and a fierce advocate. Her investigation and advisory skills are 
built upon two decades of success litigating on behalf of employers in state and federal courts, 
as well as before the West Virginia Human Rights Commission, the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), and in mediation 
and arbitration. Erin has defended clients from claims of discrimination based on age, gender, 
race, disability, and workers’ compensation, as well as claims involving wrongful discharge, 
sexual harassment, wage and hour, the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), employee 
benefits, breach of contract, deliberate intent, wrongful death, and workplace safety violations. 
 
Erin has won numerous awards for her work, including being named in Woodward/White The 
Best Lawyers in America©, ranked in Chambers USA America’s Leading Lawyers in West 
Virginia, and as a West Virginia Super Lawyer®. 
 
Erin is an active member of the community, both professionally and personally, serving in 
leadership roles in a number of professional associations. She is the immediate past president 
and strategic planning chair of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation (EMLF).  She is also the 
National President of the Women’s Energy Network (WEN), a national nonprofit organization 
with the mission to provide networking opportunities and foster career and leadership 
development of women who work in the energy industry. She is a founding member of WEN’s 
Greater Pittsburgh Chapter and served on a special task force charged with creating the 
national structure now in place for the organization. Erin supports causes in the community 
through leadership roles on the boards of the YWCA of Charleston, the Kanawha Pastoral 
Counseling Center, the Children’s Therapy Clinic, and the CAMC Foundation’s Run for Your 
Life, which raises funds to increase awareness of and screening for colorectal cancer in 
Southern West Virginia.   
 
Erin has also been battling cancer, which makes her professional accomplishments and 
community involvement even more remarkable. The entire Jackson Kelly team is confident 
cancer has never encountered such a formidable opponent. 
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1:30-2:15 p.m. Practical Tips for Deposing and Cross-Examining Expert Witnesses  
 
Philip F. Downey 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
 
Phil is a partner in the Vorys Akron office in the litigation group. His practice focuses on oil and gas 
litigation, toxic tort litigation and litigation in a variety of areas including environmental, financial 
institutions, bankruptcy, probate, product liability and general contract and commercial litigation. 
Phil is a member of the Akron and Ohio State Bar Associations, and has presented seminars on 
trial practice, regulation of oil and gas development, and toxic tort litigation. 
 
Phil received his J.D. from The Ohio State University Michael E. Moritz College of Law, Order of 
the Coif and his B.A. from Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. 
 
John C. Palmer 
Robinson & McElwee PLLC 
 
Mr. Palmer is a trial lawyer with a practice focused exclusively on litigation, primarily involving 
complex cases and class actions.  With more than 40 years of experience, Mr. Palmer has tried 
numerous civil and criminal cases in federal and state courts and has argued appeals before the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. 
 
Mr. Palmer is a fourth-generation lawyer and was one of seven founding partners of Robinson & 
McElwee in 1983.  During his tenure with Robinson & McElwee, Mr. Palmer has served as 
Managing Partner of Personnel, Litigation Department Chair, Partnership Chair and 
Professional Responsibility Partner. 
 
Mr. Palmer has handed a wide variety of cases for both plaintiffs and defendants, including 
accidents, administrative proceedings and appeals, admiralty, anti-trust violations, asbestos 
exposure, assault and battery, catastrophic property damage, coal mining, commercial litigation, 
construction disputes, consumer claims, conversion, copyright infringement, defamation, 
eminent domain, environmental contamination, ERISA, false arrest and imprisonment, Federal 
Employers Liability Act (FELA), fidelity bonds, industrial accidents, injunctions, insurance bad 
faith, insurance claims and disputes, interference with business relations, judgment 
enforcements, labor disputes, lender liability, libel, loan defaults, malicious prosecution, 
mechanic’s lien enforcement, medical malpractice, oil and gas matters, patent infringement, 
payment and performance bonds, personal injury, pollution claims, predatory lending, premises 
liability, products liability, railroad accidents, real property disputes, securities fraud, settlement 
enforcement, slander, toxic torts, warranty claims, workers’ compensation, workplace accidents, 
wrongful death, usury, white collar crimes and zoning disputes. 
 
Mr. Palmer represents clients across many industries, including banking, construction, 
insurance, manufacturing, mining, retail trade, and utilities.  Additionally, Mr. Palmer has served 
as local counsel in West Virginia federal and state courts for law firms across the country. 
 
A fully trained mediator, Mr. Palmer has settled more than 1,000 cases on behalf of his clients 
during his career. 
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2:15-3:00 p.m. The Subpoenas Are Coming!  The Effect of Congressional 
Investigations on Private Companies 

 
Barry Hartman 
K&L Gates LLP 
 
Barry Hartman is a Partner in the Washington office of K&L Gates, LLP.  His practice focuses 
on advising companies and individuals regarding compliance with complex regulatory programs, 
defense of criminal and civil enforcement actions and parallel Congressional investigations, with 
a focus on environmental issues in the energy, manufacturing, maritime and chemical sectors.  
Prior to joining the firm he served in various senior positions at the United States Department of 
Justice, including Acting Assistant Attorney General for the Environment Division, and Assistant 
to the Attorney General. He also served as Deputy General Counsel to former Pennsylvania 
Governor Dick Thornburgh. Barry has been counsel in parallel enforcement and congressional 
investigations in matters that include Three Mile Island, Exxon Valdez, the Clean Air Act 
Renewable Fuels Program, drug related investigations (opioids and Ketek), offshore 
investments, endangered species issues, and ethics issues. His full bio can be found at 
http://www.klgates.com/barry-m-hartman/.   
 
Andrew Wright 
K&L Gates LLP 
 
Andy Wright is a Partner in the Washington office of K&L Gates, LLP.  His practice focuses on 
advising companies and individuals facing Congressional inquiries, criminal investigations, and 
regulatory enforcement actions.  He is a leading expert in Congressional oversight and 
investigations after service as a congressional committee investigative counsel in two 
Congresses and oversight lawyer in two White Houses. In government, Andy served as 
Associate Counsel to the President Barack Obama, Assistant Counsel to the Vice President Al 
Gore, and Staff Director of a subcommittee of the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform under Chairman Henry Waxman.  Prior to joining the firm, Andy was a law 
professor, where he taught criminal law, criminal procedure, federal criminal law, constitutional 
law, and presidential powers.  He has written extensively on congressional oversight as a 
Senior Fellow and Founding Editor of the online forum Just Security, hosted by New York  
University School of Law.  His full bio can be found at: http://klgates.com/andrew-m-wright/. 
 
3:15-4:00 p.m. If You Build It .....Top Ten Considerations in Energy Projects 
 
Sheila Nolan Gartland 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
 
Sheila is a partner with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP.  Her practice focuses on general 
real estate, real estate development and real estate financing.  In addition, she represents 
clients in the energy sector with oil and gas transactions, wind farm development, solar field 
development, and financings of energy projects.     
 
Sheila is a fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and is included in The Best 
Lawyers in America, Real Estate Law.  She also sits on the Executive Committee of the Energy 
& Mineral Law Foundation and is a member of its Strategic Planning Committee.  Sheila actively 
participates in the Ohio State Bar Association’s Real Property Law Section Council, where she 
served as Chair.  She is a member of the Commercial Real Estate Women Network’s (CREW 
Network) and served on the National Recognition and National Education committees. 
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Sheila is a frequent writer and lecturer on a variety of real property and energy topics, including 
annexation, zoning and land use matters, title matters, oil and gas issues, and handling 
commercial transactions.   She received her J.D. from The University of Toledo College of Law 
and her B.A., cum laud,e from the University of Dayton. 
 
Michael J. Settineri 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
 
Mike Settineri is a Partner in the Columbus, Ohio, office of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease 
LLP and a member of the firm’s Energy Group.  Mr. Settineri represents clients in utility and 
energy matters, including matters before the Ohio Power Siting Board, the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, the Ohio Reclamation Commission and the Ohio Oil and Gas 
Commission.  Mr. Settineri’s energy practice includes advising clients on electricity supply 
matters and on the development and siting of oil and gas midstream facilities, power plants and 
renewable energy projects. 
 
Mr. Settineri received a B.S. in chemical engineering from the University of Michigan and 
received his law degree from Capital University Law School.  Prior to joining Vorys, Mr. Settineri 
held various project engineering and operations management positions at Abbott Laboratories. 
 
4:00-4:45 p.m. Labor Union Perspectives on U.S. Regulatory Developments 

Affecting Energy 
 
Eugene M. Trisko 

Attorney at Law 

  
Eugene M. Trisko is an energy economist and attorney who represents labor and industry 
clients in energy and environmental matters.   
 
Mr. Trisko has a dual B.A. in economics and politics from New York University (1972) and a J.D. 
degree from Georgetown University Law Center (1977).  Before entering private practice in 
1991, he was an energy economist with Robert Nathan Associates in Washington, DC, (1973-
77), an attorney with the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (1977-80), and executive vice 
president of Stern Bros., Inc., an energy holding company in West Virginia (1981-91).  
 
He was involved from 1981 until 1990 in the legislative development of the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990, focusing on the Title IV acid rain program.  Since 1991, Mr. Trisko has 
represented labor and industry clients in Clean Air Act implementation and global climate 
change issues. He is the author of more than 30 articles on energy and environmental policy 
issues published in economic, energy, environmental, and law journals, and has testified before 
Congress and state legislatures on numerous occasions. 
 
Mr. Trisko has participated as an NGO on behalf of the United Mine Workers of America in all 
United Nations climate change negotiating sessions subsequent to the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. 
He develops climate policy position papers for the UMWA and other labor organizations and 
serves as counsel to Unions for Jobs & Environmental Progress, an association of eight national 
labor unions. In 2007, he helped to negotiate the clean coal technology and emission allowance 
allocation provisions of the bipartisan Bingaman-Specter climate bill. The Hill recognized Mr. 
Trisko that year as one of Washington’s “Top Grassroots Lobbyists.”  In 2008 and 2009, he 
helped to negotiate the carbon capture and storage provisions of the Boucher-Rahall and 
Waxman-Markey climate bills. 
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Mr. Trisko represented labor and industry clients in the Ozone Transport Commission's 1993-94 
deliberations on stationary source emission controls for 12 northeastern states.  He served for 
nine years as an appointed member of U.S. EPA's Clean Air Act Advisory Committee, and 
participated in many CAAAC work groups.  In 2000 and 2007, he was named by the U.S. 
Department of State as a non-government representative of U.S. industry and labor in U.S.-
Canada air quality negotiations.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Environmental 
Lawyers. 
 
4:45-5:30 p.m. Mexico’s Oil Industry Reform – Five Years Later 
 
Juan Carlos Machorro 
Santamarina y Steta 
 
Juan Carlos was admitted as a partner of the firm in 2002 and has 25+ years of experience. He 
has provided advice to various local and international entities in the development of financial, 
infrastructure and energy projects, privatizations, aeronautical and aerospace projects and M&A 
in Mexico. He has also successfully structured and implemented infrastructure agreements for 
global organizations related to renewable energies and has represented national and foreign 
companies in projects on hydrocarbons, specifically as a consequence of the recent energy 
reform. His talent and deep knowledge of the different areas in which he specializes in, have 
earned him multiple awards from recognized institutions at an international level. 
 
Juan Carlos received his Law degree from Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City (1994) 
with postgraduate studies in International Business and Finance at New York University (1997).  
 
He is a member of the International Bar Association, the U.S.- Mexico Bar Association and the 
French-Mexican Chamber of Commerce, where he currently chairs the Energy Committee.  Mr. 
Machorro is a secretary and member of the Board of Directors and of committees in various 
companies, including Airbus Helicopters México, Airbus Helicopters México-Querétaro, Banco 
Invex, Invex Grupo Financiero, Invex Controladora, Airmat México, Kleiberit Adhesives México, 
Quali-Process Latin America, Stahl de México, Terrafertil México, Terratest-Keller, 
ThyssenKrupp Automotive Systems de México, ThyssenKrupp Presta de México and XL 
Seguros México, among others. 
 
He often participates as a speaker in national and international forums and seminars related to 
Project Finance and Infrastructure, Banking and Finance and Energy organized by international     
companies such as Latin Finance, Latin Lawyer, Mergermarket, Kite Invest, American 
Conference Institute, IJ Global, Mexico Energy, Airport Solutions, ITESM, ALTA Aviation Law  
various Chambers of Commerce, among others. 
 
He is an author of texts on legal issues related to the impact of structural reforms in Mexico, E- 
Fiber, Public Private Partnerships, Oil and Gas and Aeronautical Projects, for media such as Oil 
& Gas Financial Journal, Mexico Oil & Gas Review, Mergermarket, Time Magazine, Forbes, 
Expansión, El Financiero, El Economista, LatinLawyer, LatinFinance, Excélsior, Airline 
Economics, Aviation News, among others. 
 
He is a highly recommended lawyer by IFLR 1000 and was listed as a Leading Lawyer by 
Chambers in 2017 in the practice areas of energy and infrastructure and in the financial and 
corporate practice areas in 2017 by IFLR 1000.  
 
He was ranked as Latin America Corporate Counsel Approved (LACCA) in 2017.  
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Tuesday, Track 1 
 
8:30-9:15 a.m. Metallurgical Coal v. Steam Coal:  Market Outlook, Distinctions and 

Legal Considerations 
 

R. Clay Larkin  
Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP 
 
Clay Larkin is a partner in the Business Services Group of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP.  
Clay’s practice focuses on the representation of energy and manufacturing clients in 
transactional, environmental, and litigation matters. Clay is a Trustee and member of the EMLF 
Executive Committee and has presented at several previous Annual Institutes on transactional 
and environmental matters related to the coal industry.  He serves on the Board of Directors and 
as General Counsel and Secretary to the Kentucky Coal Association and is active on legal and 
policy matters impacting the energy industry as a member of the Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce Environmental Policy Committee, and the Commerce Lexington Public Policy 
Committee.   

Jesse M. Parrish 
Chief Financial Officer 
Blackhawk Mining 
 
Jesse Parrish is the Chief Financial Officer of Blackhawk Mining.  Blackhawk is a leading coal 
producer in Central Appalachia with a focus on mining and selling metallurgical coal to domestic 
and international steel producers. Parrish oversees the company’s capital markets, corporate 
development, and financial planning and analysis activities.  Since joining Blackhawk in 2014, 
the company has aggressively expanded throughout West Virginia and Kentucky, and today, 
employs nearly 3,000 people across ten mining complexes producing nearly fourteen million 
tons of coal.  Parrish is originally from Pikeville, Kentucky, and is a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky College of Business, as well as the University of Kentucky College of Law.  Prior to 
joining Blackhawk, Jesse practiced at a regional law firm, Bingham Greenebaum Doll, where he 
focused on coal-related transactions and environmental matters.  Jesse is the Chairman of the 
West Virginia Coal Association, Chairman of the Kentucky Coal Association, and is a member of 
the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation, Lexington Coal Exchange and Indiana Coal Council. 
 
9:15-10:15 a.m. MSHA/OSHA Update: Hot Topics in Safety Law 
 
Mark E. Heath 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
  
Mark E. Heath is a member of Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC, in the Charleston, West Virginia, 
office. He Co-Chairs the firm’s OSHA and MSHA practice group and concentrates his practice on 
safety issues, litigation and labor and employment law. 

His work involves both federal and state court actions, as well as administrative cases before 
federal and state agencies. Mr. Heath represents employers on matters pertaining to the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and state 
safety agencies with respect to interpretations of regulatory requirements, significant citations and 
orders, accident investigations, special investigations, and employment discrimination issues 
related to safety. Mr. Heath regularly tries cases before Federal Mine Safety and Health Review 
Commission ALJs and before state mine safety boards in Kentucky and West Virginia.  He also 
litigates commercial claims in civil courts and in arbitration. 
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He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, 19th to 24th editions, in Energy Law and recognized by 
Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business for Labor & Employment and Energy 
Law. 

He serves on the safety committees of the Kentucky and West Virginia Coal Associations.  Mr. 
Heath is also a Trustee of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation and has served as Secretary, 
Treasurer and a member of the Executive Committee for the Foundation.  He has been a frequent 
speaker at EMLF programs on Mine Safety Law, Annual Institutes and the fall Mineral Law 
Conference.  He is also active in the American Bar Association, Occupational Safety and Health 
Law Committee, Section of Labor and Employment Law, and has moderated panel discussions and 
spoken at Midwinter Meetings.  He currently serves as the Employer Co-Chair for the Pro Bono and 
Community Outreach Committee for the Section of Labor and Employment Law and is a member of 
the Section's 2016 Leadership Development Class. 

From 1987 to 1989, Mr. Heath was a Captain with the United States Army Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps, practicing in the areas of criminal justice, administrative law and labor and 
employment law. Mr. Heath graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Law (J.D. 1986). 
He did his undergraduate work at Western Kentucky University (B.A. cum laude, 1983). 

Mr. Heath is a member of the bars of Kentucky and West Virginia. He is admitted to practice before 
the Supreme Courts of West Virginia and Kentucky, various U.S. District Courts, as well as the 
United States Courts of Appeals for the Fourth and Sixth Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court.  

Melanie J. Kilpatrick 
Williams, Kilpatrick & True, PLLC 
 
Melanie Kilpatrick is a partner in the law firm of Williams, Kilpatrick & True, PLLC in Lexington, 
Kentucky.  She practices in the areas of mineral and energy, employment law, and commercial 
litigation.  She has authored articles and given presentations on topics of interest in the mineral 
and energy and employment law fields.  She is experienced in arguing appellate cases before 
the United States Court of Appeals, the Kentucky Court of Appeals and the Federal Mine Safety 
and Health Review Commission.  Ms. Kilpatrick has been admitted to practice before the 
Kentucky Supreme Court, the United States District Court for the Eastern and Western Districts 
of Kentucky, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth, Sixth and D.C. Circuits.   
 
Ms. Kilpatrick serves on the Board of Directors for the Thomas D. Clark Foundation, Radio Eye, 
Inc., and the Kentucky Coal Association.  She is a member of the Fayette County, Kentucky, 
Federal and American Bar Associations.  Ms. Kilpatrick serves on the Board of Trustees and on 
the Scholarship Committee of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation.  She has been recognized 
in the listing of Kentucky Super Lawyers from 2012-2018.   
 
Ms. Kilpatrick was Articles Editor (1995-96) and a Staff Member (1994-95) for the Kentucky Law 
Journal.  She served as law clerk to the Honorable Eugene E. Siler, Jr. on the United States 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals from 1996-97.  Ms. Kilpatrick received her B.A. degree with High 
Honors in 1992 from the University of Virginia and her J.D. degree (valedictorian) from the 
University of Kentucky in 1996.  
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10:30-11:00 a.m. The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act and the 
Endangered Species Act: Challenges and Potential Implications for 
Other Agencies and Industry Sectors 

 
Adam Eckman 
Associate General Counsel 
National Mining Association 
 
Adam Eckman is Associate General Counsel for the National Mining Association where his work 
focuses primarily on coal production issues under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act. Adam also covers a broad range of issues impacting coal and minerals development and 
public lands issues including FLPMA, NEPA, and the Endangered Species Act, among others. 
Prior to working at NMA, Adam served as Counsel to the Natural Resources Committee, 
Subcommittee on Water and Power and as General Counsel for Congressman Scott Tipton of 
Colorado.  Adam attended the University of Colorado for both law school and his undergraduate 
degree.  
 
11:00-11:45 a.m. SMCRA and the “Not Started” Permits Controversy 
 
M. Shane Harvey  
Jackson Kelly PLLC 
 
M. Shane Harvey is a Member in Jackson Kelly’s Charleston, West Virginia, office where he is 
Leader of the Environmental Practice Group and also Leader of the Coal Industry Group. Mr. 
Harvey has more than a decade of experience as in-house counsel and general counsel for 
energy companies including working closely with operations and providing guidance on personal 
injury litigation, environmental compliance, public affairs and health and safety compliance. He 
has represented energy clients since the beginning of his legal career.  
 
Mr. Harvey graduated summa cum laude in finance (where he was first in his class) from 
Virginia Tech in 1991. After receiving his Bachelor’s Degree, he received his Juris Doctor in 
1994 from the West Virginia University College of Law, where he was an editor of the National 
Coal Issue of the West Virginia University Law Review. Before entering law school, Mr. Harvey 
worked as an analyst for Goldman Sachs International in London, England. 
 
Mr. Harvey is admitted to practice before the state courts of West Virginia, as well as the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia, the West Virginia Supreme Court and 
the U.S. Supreme Court.  Mr. Harvey isa Trustee for the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation and 
coaches youth sports in Putnam County, West Virginia.  
 
Christopher M. Hunter 
Jackson Kelly PLLC 
 
Chris M. Hunter is a Member in Jackson Kelly’s Energy industry group, focusing primarily on 
coal and litigation. He practices out of the Firm’s office in Charleston, West Virginia. 
 
Chris has extensive experience working on some of the state's most prominent environmental 
issues. He routinely handles litigation and counsels clients on environmental matters such as 
permitting and surface and water pollution issues at the state and federal levels. 
 
Chris has been admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, the 
United States District Court for the Southern and Northern Districts of West Virginia as well as 



 11 

the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. He regularly represents clients before the West Virginia 
Surface Mine Board and the West Virginia Environmental Quality Board. 
 
Chris helps usher in the next generation of legal professionals in his role as Summer Clerk 
Program Coordinator for Jackson Kelly PLLC’s recruiting committee. 
 
Tuesday, Track 2 
 
8:30-9:15 a.m. Certification of Royalty Claims Under Oil and Gas Leases as Class 

Actions 
 
Kevin Abbott 
Reed Smith LLP 
 
Recognized by Best Lawyers in America in the field of Energy Law, Kevin focuses his work in 
energy litigation and oil and gas law. He has more than 30 years of experience in representing 
clients in the oil and gas industry, natural gas exploration and production companies, interstate 
pipeline companies and utilities. Kevin is currently representing natural gas exploration and 
production companies in royalty litigation and class actions in Pennsylvania, Ohio and West 
Virginia. He is admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
West Virginia. 
 
Kevin is the recipient of the Pittsburgh Business Times' Energy Leadership Award and has been 
recognized in its "Who's Who in Energy" list. He has been recognized as a Top-Rated Lawyer in 
Energy/Environment al Law by American Lawyer Media and Martin Dale-Hubbell™. Kevin has 
also been listed in Pennsylvania Super Lawyers in the energy field in every year since 2004. 
 
Kevin teaches oil and gas law at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. In 201 5, he was 
named by the University as the Executive Director of its Energy Law and Policy Institute. 
 
Nicolle R. Snyder Bagnell 
Reed Smith LLP 
 
Nicolle is a partner at Reed Smith LLP where she serves as Vice Chair of the firm’s global 
Energy & Natural Resources Group. Nicolle focuses on litigation and regulatory issues 
regarding natural gas production, transportation and storage. She represents natural gas 
companies in a variety of litigation including lease disputes, royalty class actions, dormant 
mineral act claims, condemnations, encroachments and contract issues, as well as counsels 
clients on a variety of environmental matters including permitting and permit disputes, performs 
due diligence and provides advice on shale transactions. In addition to her trial work, Nicolle 
has argued before state appellate and supreme courts as well as before panels of the Third 
and Fourth Circuits. 
 
Nicolle graduated from Harvard University, cum laude, in Environmental Science and Public 
Policy in 1998 and received her J.D. and Masters in Environmental Science from Duke 
University in 2001. Nicolle was named a "2014 Lawyer on the Fast Track” by the Legal 
Intelligencer; a “Fast Tracker” by the Pittsburgh Business Times; a Law360 “Rising Star” three 
times; a "Pennsylvania Rising Star" by Pennsylvania Super Lawyers since 2005; one of the 
“Pennsylvania Most Powerful and Influential Women” by the National Diversity Council; she 
was included in BizJournal’s “Who’s Who in Energy”; and the Pittsburgh Business Times 
selected Nicolle as a Business Women First award recipient in 2015. 
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9:15-10:15 a.m. The Modern Title Opinion 

Patrick R. McQuiggan, Moderator 
Gemondo & McQuiggan, LLP 
 
Patrick R. McQuiggan is a founding member and partner of Gemondo & McQuiggan, LLP.  The 
firm was founded in 2010 with the primary focus of meeting the growing need for legal services 
in the energy sector.   Today, with offices in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and West Virginia, the 
purpose of the firm has remained the same, to provide tailored work product to each client that 
is unique to their needs and covers all phases of the development process.  Mr. McQuiggan 
represents large fully integrated public companies, as well as entities backed by private equity.  
Mr. McQuiggan and his firm routinely administrate a wide variety of oil and gas transactions, 
ranging from complex lease negotiations to consultation on high-level curative issues and 
payment disputes.  Mr. McQuiggan has personally contributed to unit development on over 
100,000 acres of land to date.  Prior to working in the energy sector, Mr. McQuiggan was 
general counsel to a large corporation in the financial sector and was responsible for resolving 
State Attorney General Complaints and investigations by the Federal Trade Commission. 
 
Orla M. Lavender 
Arsenal Resources, LLC 
 
Orla M. Lavender is the Director of Title and Land Records at Arsenal Resources LLC, an 
independent exploration and production company headquartered in Pittsburgh, PA engaged in 
the acquisition, exploration, development and production of natural gas in the Appalachian 
Basin.  As Director of Title and Land Records, Ms. Lavender is responsible for all aspects of title 
related to acquisitions, divestitures, development and production as well as supervising and 
directing the Title, Division Order, Lease Records and Contracts departments and teams within 
the company.  Her duties include developing, implementing and managing the title and curative 
standards and processes used by the company as well as overseeing and coordinating with law 
firms and brokerage firms as to title needs and projects. 
 
Ms. Lavender participated in the 3/3 dual undergraduate and law degree program at Duquesne 
University earning her B.S.B.A in 2007 and her J.D., cum laude, from Duquesne University 
School of Law in 2009.  She is licensed to practice law in Pennsylvania and West Virginia.   
 
R. Ray Lovejoy 
Counsel, Greylock Energy 
 
Ray Lovejoy is counsel for Greylock Energy (formerly Energy Corporation of America) an 
ArcLight Capital portfolio company with conventional, unconventional, and midstream assets 
located in the Appalachian and Rocky Mountain Basins. He is engaged in the support of 
Greylock’s land, legal, litigation, HR, safety, operations, and regulatory matters. His experience 
in the oil and gas industry began in 1996 as a field landman for Eastern States Oil and Gas and 
Statoil. Following law school at West Virginia University, he was an active litigator handling 
many types of cases ranging from personal matters, business to business, and mass and class 
action environmental claims.  During his time as owner of Lovejoy Law Office, PLLC, he 
managed a small firm serving national and regional companies in land, title, transaction, 
construction, and environmental matters and rendered hundreds of title opinions for operators 
ranging from Chesapeake Energy and EQT to small local producers. Prior to going in-house in 
2014, he worked at a prominent 350+ attorney firm engaged in energy matters.  He holds a B.S. 
in Environmental Science, a M.S. in Safety Management, and is admitted to practice law by the 
West Virginia and Pennsylvania bar.  
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Tracy Miskofsky, RPL 
Director, Field Land 
Montage Resources 
 
Tracy Miskofsky, RPL is the Director, Field Land at Montage Resources. She oversees a team 
of staff landmen and field land brokers who facilitate unit development within the Utica and 
Marcellus Shale plays. To date, she has overseen the acquisition of over 90,000 acres and the 
development of 60 Utica and Marcellus Shale wells in southeast Ohio and northern West 
Virginia. Previously, Tracy held the Director of Land position for Blue Ridge Mountain 
Resources for 3 years following her time as Land Manager for Triad Hunter Resources for 6 
years.  Prior to working for Triad, she began her career in oil and gas by holding positions as a 
landman for EQT, Chesapeake Energy and Columbia Natural Resources. Tracy is an active 
member of the AAPL, NALA and the West Virginia Chapter of WEN.   
 
Jeff Wilson 
Land Area Manager 
Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 
 
Jeff Wilson is a Land Area Manager with Chevron U.S.A. Inc’s Appalachian Mountain Business 
Unit (AMBU). AMBU has operations in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. His teams are 
focused on all aspects of land work needed to support Chevron’s operations in the region, 
including managing acquisition and divestment opportunities, title clearance for development 
schedules, due diligence projects, and partner relationships. He joined Chevron in 2008 and has 
been with AMBU since 2013. His prior work experience with Chevron includes work in 
Bakersfield, California supporting California land activities and in Texas supporting midcontinent 
land activities across a multi-state region. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in History and an MBA 
from California State University, Bakersfield. He is also a Certified Professional Landman with 
the American Association of Professional Landmen. In his free time, he enjoys traveling with his 
wife and 2 young children, fishing, bicycling, and golfing. 
 
10:30-11:00 a.m. Incorporating Solar Energy into the Appalachian Grid 

James M. (Jamie) Van Nostrand 
Center for Energy and Sustainable Development 
West Virginia University College of Law 
 
Jamie Van Nostrand is a Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Energy and 
Sustainable Development at WVU College of Law. Before coming to WVU in July 2011, Mr. Van 
Nostrand served as Executive Director of the Pace Energy and Climate Center in White Plains, 
NY, which is an environmental policy and advocacy organization active on energy and 
environmental issues in New York and the Northeast. Before entering into law school teaching, 
Mr. Van Nostrand had a successful career in private law practice as a partner in the 
Environmental and Natural Resources practice group of large law firms based in the Pacific 
Northwest. In his 22-year career in private practice, Mr. Van Nostrand represented energy 
clients in state regulatory proceedings in eight western states, as well as proceedings before the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Mr. Van Nostrand was recognized by the Energy Bar 
Association as its 2007 State Regulatory Practitioner of the Year. Before going into private 
practice, he spent five years with the New York Public Service Commission as an Assistant to 
the Commission for Opinions and Review and as Assistant to the Chairman. 
 
At the WVU College of Law, Mr. Van Nostrand teaches Energy Regulation, Markets and the 
Environment; Environmental Protection Law; Legislation & Regulation; Siting and Permitting of 
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Energy Facilities; the Science and Technology of Energy; Renewable Energy & Alternative 
Fuels; and Clean Air Act Seminar. In his role as Director of the Center for Energy and 
Sustainable Development, Mr. Van Nostrand is involved in various energy and environmental 
efforts in West Virginia and the Appalachian region, offering objective, unbiased research and 
policy analyses and promoting policies that strike a proper balance between the development of 
energy resources and protection of environment. 
 
Mr. Van Nostrand received his LL.M. in Environmental Law from Pace Law School in May 2011, 
his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law, his master’s degree in economics from 
SUNY at Albany, and an undergraduate degree in economics from the University of Northern 
Iowa. 
 
11:00-11:45 a.m. Considerations for What Your Lease Doesn’t Say 

Travis L. Brannon 
K&L Gates LLP 
 
Travis Brannon is an associate in the K&L Gates Pittsburgh office and focuses his practice on 
energy and environmental matters with an emphasis on energy litigation.  Mr. Brannon 
represents energy production, midstream, and associated companies in multiple areas, 
including contract disputes, oil and gas leasing, royalty disputes, landowner class actions, real 
property advising, and environmental compliance.  Also, Mr. Brannon has experience 
counseling energy clients on legislative and regulatory developments at both the state and 
federal level.  
 
Mr. Brannon’s energy experience includes lease analysis and interpretation, royalty class 
actions, nuisance/trespass, pipeline development, environmental enforcement (e.g. Clean Air 
Act), eminent domain, and construction.  His experience includes factual investigation, complex 
discovery matters, and a wide array of oral and written advocacy.  Mr. Brannon also has trial 
and arbitration experience and recently served as first chair in a construction dispute, which he 
successfully settled on the eve of the jury trial. 
 
During law school, he served as a Research Assistant at the WVU College of Law - Center for 
Energy and Sustainable Development performing energy and environmental public policy work. 
Mr. Brannon also previously interned with the U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration and 
former U.S. Senator from Virginia, Jim Webb. 
 
Mr. Brannon holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Virginia’s College at Wise 
and a J.D. from the West Virginia University College of Law. 
 
Thomas C. Ryan 
K&L Gates LLP 
 
Mr. Ryan is a trial lawyer who represents clients under scrutiny for allegations of misconduct 
that cover the gamut of enforcement actions brought by state, federal, and international 
agencies. As a former federal prosecutor focused on complex white collar criminal cases, Mr. 
Ryan brings the courtroom perspective from the outset to the defense of every single 
enforcement action. Mr. Ryan is also routinely entrusted with clients’ most sensitive issues to 
conduct internal investigations, often involving whistleblowers or C-Suite implications. Finally, 
Mr. Ryan proactively assists clients mitigate risk through counseling on a wide variety of 
compliance issues, including providing training, policy updates, and compliance program 
testing.  
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Mr. Ryan complements his criminal practice with a complex commercial litigation practice, 
focused primarily on the energy and health care industries. In the energy space, he routinely 
represents upstream and midstream members of the unconventional gas industry active in the 
Marcellus and Utica Shale formations lying under Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West Virginia.  
 
In addition to representing clients, Mr. Ryan also serves as an Assistant General Counsel to the 
firm, where, among other things, he serves on the firm’s ISO27001-certified Information Security 
Management Systems Committee, which coordinates the firm’s ongoing commitment to the 
highest global standards of data privacy, management, and security.  
 
Emily C. Weiss 
K&L Gates LLP 
 
Emily Weiss focuses her primary practice on clients in the energy sector and has advised clients 
in other industries during government investigations. Within the energy sector, she has assisted 
in oil and gas litigation, including royalty disputes and other lease disputes, compliance in 
midstream operations, and defending a Fortune 50 energy company in a federal criminal 
investigation. Further, Ms. Weiss has advised multiple energy companies regarding various 
aspects of their oil and gas operations in West Virginia and Pennsylvania.  
 
Ms. Weiss has defended multiple energy companies in oil and gas royalty disputes in both state 
and federal courts, as well as in other challenges to lease terms and in property disputes. Ms. 
Weiss also represented an energy company in a local zoning dispute before the local authorities 
and on appeal to Pennsylvania state court.  
 
Ms. Weiss has also advised a publicly-traded energy company in connection with dispute 
against prime contractor for natural gas processing facilities in Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
and assisted in pursuing a $20 million claim for defective design and construction of one of the 
largest retaining walls in the eastern United States.  
 
Following an 18 month federal grand jury investigation of alleged Clean Air Act violations, Ms. 
Weiss assisted in obtaining a declination of prosecution on behalf of a publicly traded energy 
company.  
 
Ms. Weiss received her J.D., summa cum laude, from Duquesne University School of Law. 
 
Tuesday Afternoon – General Session 
 
1:15-2:15 p.m. Beyond the Beltway: Ethics for the Rest of Us 
 
Kevin L. Colosimo 
Frost Brown Todd LLC 

Kevin Colosimo's practice spans the areas of oil and gas litigation, energy law, and business 
and contract law. He also has experience in international trade and creditors' rights, and has 
provided counsel to clients on a wide range of other legal matters that include risk management 
alternatives, claims assessment, and litigation strategy. Kevin was drawn to practice energy law 
by the entrepreneurial spirit and potential of the burgeoning oil and gas industry in Appalachia. 
He serves as the Member-in-Charge of FBT's Pittsburgh office. 
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Kevin is a frequent author and speaker on legal issues facing the oil and gas industry, having 
presented at the EMLF’s Annual Institute, Kentucky Mineral Law Conference, CAIL’s Institute 
for Energy Law and Law of Shale Plays Conference and numerous other bar and industry 
sponsored conferences. He is a regular advocate for the oil and gas industry at the State 
Capitol in Harrisburg. He served as a Member and Committee Co-Chair of the Marcellus Shale 
Roundtable sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh’s Institute of Politics. He serves as an 
officer and trustee for the Energy and Mineral Law Foundation. Kevin is a member of the United 
Way of Allegheny County's Tocqueville Society, the Advisory Board of the Salvation Army of 
Greater Pittsburgh and a Trustee of Seton Hill University in addition to involvement with various 
local charities. Kevin is AV rated by the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory. 
 
2:15-2:45 p.m. Greenhouse Gas Reporting Requirement 
 
LeAnn Johnson Koch 
Perkins Coie LLP 
 
LeAnn Johnson Koch is a member of the Environment, Energy & Resources practice and has 
over 20 years of experience representing the petroleum refining industry, energy sector, and 
other industrial clients on environmental compliance matters, enforcement defense, rulemaking 
proceedings, permitting actions, transactions and emergencies. 
 
LeAnn has substantial experience defending administrative, civil judicial and criminal 
enforcement of environmental laws and has represented numerous clients negotiating consent 
decrees under EPA's National Petroleum Refining Initiative.  Another aspect of LeAnn's practice 
is responding to environmental emergencies, including oil spills, explosions and fires. 
 
LeAnn regularly advises clients on compliance with complex technical regulatory obligations 
under the federal environmental statutes and their state counterparts with particular emphasis 
on Clean Air Act matters, including climate change, NSR/PSD, MACT, NESHAP and NSPS. On 
behalf of her clients, she tracks and reports on agency rulemakings, policy interpretations and 
enforcement initiatives and represents clients challenging federal and state rulemaking 
proceedings.  She counsels clients on a variety of compliance issues, from quick answers about 
regulatory applicability to sophisticated issues involving ambiguous regulatory requirements.  
 
LeAnn received her J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law and her B.A. from Boston 
University. 
 
3:00-3:45 p.m. Opposition to Shale Gas and Other Extractive Industries Continues 

to Grow at the Local Level 
 
Kathy K. Condo 
Babst Calland 

Kathy Condo is a shareholder in the Litigation Services Group of Babst Calland.  Kathy has 
spent more than 25 years handling toxic tort and products liability litigation in various federal and 
state courts, which has included trial work, as well as the multi-state coordination of the defense 
of repetitive litigation.  During the course of her representation of clients in the toxic tort and 
product liability area, she has worked with and opposed numerous technical and medical expert 
witnesses.  Her experiences include trying a toxic tort case for an international electronics 
manufacturer involving claimed injuries due to heavy metal exposure, and defending class action 
complaints involving claimed environmental exposures.  More recently, Kathy has become 
involved in counseling clients in threatened toxic tort litigation related to Marcellus Shale 
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development, and defending these cases when filed.   

Kathy graduated summa cum laude and first in her class from Duquesne University School of Law, 
with a JD in 1981, where she was Executive Recent Decisions Editor of the Law Review.  She 
received her MSW from the University of Pittsburgh in 1975.  Kathy received her BA, with high 
distinction, from the Pennsylvania State University in 1974, where she was selected for 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa. 

Kathy is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and has been a member of the 
Academy of Trial Lawyers since 1992.  Kathy was appointed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
to serve a three-year term on the Pennsylvania Civil Procedural Rules Committee.   

Over the years, Kathy has spoken frequently on various subjects related to litigation, including 
Daubert challenges, recent developments in civil procedure and evidence, toxic tort litigation, and 
mitigation of litigation risks.  

Blaine A. Lucas, Esquire 
Babst Calland 
 
Blaine Lucas is a shareholder in Babst Calland’s Energy and Natural Resources and Public 
Sector Services groups. He is responsible for coordinating the firm’s representation of energy 
industry clients on land use and other local regulatory matters. He has represented oil and gas 
operators in obtaining local government approvals for conventional and unconventional wells, 
impoundments and tank farms, processing facilities, compressor stations, meter stations, 
pipelines and other midstream facilities. He has assisted industry clients in analyzing the 
substantive impact and procedural requirements of land use ordinances and worked with 
municipalities to voluntarily amend their ordinances to authorize industry activities.  He also has 
advised gas operators on the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code and PennDOT regulations related to 
the movement of drilling rigs, water trucks and other vehicles on weight restricted roads, 
negotiated the terms of excess maintenance (heavy hauling) agreements and associated 
bonding requirements with PennDOT and local municipalities, and assisted clients in resolving 
disputes regarding responsibility for and repair of road damage.  
 
Mr. Lucas is an active member of the Marcellus Shale Coalition and Pennsylvania Independent 
Oil and Gas Association. He frequently speaks on zoning, subdivision and land development, 
noise, road bonding and other local regulatory controls confronting the energy industry. 
 
Mr. Lucas received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1978 and 
graduated from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1981. He presently serves as an 
adjunct professor at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he teaches Land Use 
Law. 
 
3:45-4:30 p.m. Building Bipartisan Support for U.S. Energy Projects and Initiatives 
 
James G. Flood, Moderator 
Crowell & Moring LLP 
 
Jim Flood is a partner in Crowell & Moring's Washington, D.C. office and assists health care, 
energy, and financial services clients with legal, legislative, and regulatory issues. He is also 
chair of the firm's Government Affairs Group.  
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A former federal prosecutor and counsel to Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-NY), Jim has more 
than 20 years of experience assisting clients facing issues before the White House, Congress, 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS), the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and other federal 
agencies. He also works with the firm's Healthcare Group and healthcare fraud practice team to 
counsel clients on issues related to Medicare, Medicaid, Part D, long-term care, health care 
fraud, the False Claims Act (FCA), and the anti-kickback statute.  
 
In the area of antitrust, he has advised and guided companies through public policy issues 
affecting mergers in the healthcare and technology sectors. In the energy sector, Jim has 
experience navigating renewable energy regulatory and policy matters, and he served as the 
General Counsel for the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), the American Clean Skies 
Foundation (ACSF), and the Advanced Biofuels Association (ABFA). 
 
Prior to joining Crowell & Moring, Jim led all federal and state government relations for a 
Fortune 400 health care company with $6 billion annual revenue. Jim led the Government 
Affairs Department and oversaw the company's advocacy before Congress, HHS, CMS, DEA, 
key trade groups, and engaged with the White House on regulatory issues. Previously, he 
assisted clients at Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP, where he provided strategic 
government relations advice and counsel to Fortune 500 companies in the health care, financial 
services, and energy sectors. Prior to that, he served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney at DOJ, 
where he led federal and local criminal investigations of U.S. corporations and individuals, 
prosecuted federal white collar grand jury criminal investigations into health care fraud, 
securities fraud, mortgage fraud, and government contracts fraud. He tried approximately 80 
federal or local jury or bench trials during his time at DOJ, and also led a two-year nationwide 
FCA investigation into the sale of defective bulletproof vests to federal law enforcement 
agencies. Jim earned his B.S. from Cornell University and his J.D. from the Georgetown 
University Law Center.  
 
Cecile Conroy 
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers 
 
Cecile Conroy joined the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers in 2004 and currently serves 
as Director of their Government Affairs Department in Washington, DC. As Director, she is 
responsible for the political and legislative affairs for the union, advocating for Boilermaker 
members and retirees on issues ranging from energy policy, trade, ship building, pensions and 
healthcare. She is a graduate of the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University, Washington, 
D.C. where she received her Juris Doctor, and is admitted to the Virginia State Bar. She also 
attended George Mason University, where she earned a B.A. in Government and International 
Politics. 
 
W. Scott Douglas 
Crowell & Moring LLP 
 
Scott Douglas is a senior policy director in Crowell & Moring's Government Affairs and Health 
Care groups. His practice focuses on assisting clients with legislative and regulatory 
issues. Scott uses his significant health care public policy experience to assist health care 
companies, managed care, long-term care, long-term care pharmacy facilities, trade 
associations, and others with legislation before the U.S. Congress. 
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Scott has experience working in highly diverse settings, including Fortune 500 companies and a 
contract lobbying firm. He ran multi-state lobbying operations, working directly with decision 
makers and overseeing external lobbyists. Scott directed the state government affairs program 
for the 47-state operation of a Fortune 400 health care company, monitored developing 
legislation, and developed and executed lobbying strategies. He was also a principal lobbyist at 
Capital Link Consultants, a leading Kentucky lobbying firm, and successfully represented clients 
from the health care, consumer finance, education, manufacturing, retail, insurance, and 
information technology sectors.  
 
In addition to his government affairs background, Scott worked as the finance director for United 
States Senator Mitch McConnell, the current Senate Majority Leader. He also served as the 
Kentucky campaign manager for Bush-Cheney 2000 and as the political director for United 
States Senator Jim Bunning's 1998 campaign. Drawing from his experience in political 
campaigns, Scott also advises clients on effectively using grassroots, public relations, and crisis 
communications as an important component of broad-based government relations strategies. 
 
Scott is the current president of the Washington Industrial Roundtable, an executive-level 
organization, which meets regularly for "off the record" meetings with members of Congress, 
Executive Branch officials, public figures, and private sector spokesmen to discuss current 
public policy issues. 
 
Scott earned his B.A. from Eastern Kentucky University.  
 
Derrick Morgan 
Senior Vice President, Federal & Regulatory Affairs 
American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers Association (AFPM) 
 
Derrick Morgan joined AFPM as the Senior Vice President for Federal and Regulatory Affairs in 
May 2017 after serving as Chief of Staff to Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska. Before his most 
recent stint on Capitol Hill, he held several positions at the Heritage Foundation, including Vice 
President for the Institute of Economic Freedom and Opportunity, where he managed a 
research division, and as the Chief of Staff to the organization’s President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Ed Feulner.  
 
During the Presidency of George W. Bush, he served on Vice President Dick Cheney's senior 
staff in several capacities, including Assistant to the Vice President, Special Counsel, and Staff 
Secretary.  
 
Additionally, he also served as a policy analyst and counsel to the U.S. Republican Policy 
Committee under Senator John Thune, providing analysis to all Republican senators on energy, 
environment, labor, and agriculture bills, amendments, and policy.  
 
Morgan earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of Texas at Dallas and a law degree from 
Georgetown University.  Morgan practiced law at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP after clerking at 
the U.S. Department of Justice and for Judge Sidney A. Fitzwater of the Northern District of 
Texas.  
 
Gary E. Slagel 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
 
Gary Slagel, who most recently retired as the Senior Advisor of Environmental Affairs for 
CONSOL Energy, has joined Steptoe & Johnson PLLC as a Government Affairs Specialist.  Mr. 
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Slagel is an engineering graduate from the University of Dayton and spent 35 years with 
CONSOL and CNX Gas in several capacities including Director of Environmental Regulatory 
Affairs and later Director of Government Affairs working on both coal and natural gas issues.  In 
his most recent position, Mr. Slagel was asked to redirect his talents to addressing the 
increasingly complex issues associated with shale gas exploration and development. 
 
Mr. Slagel has extensive legislative and regulatory experience including the four-year mediation 
effort that resulted in 1994 amendments to the original Pennsylvania Subsidence Act; the two-
year mediation effort that amended the Pennsylvania Coal Refuse Disposal Act and the more 
recently, 2012 amendments to the Pennsylvania Oil and Gas Act.  He remains intimately 
involved with all regulatory issues impacting natural gas development through his former role on 
the Pennsylvania Oil and Gas Technical Advisory Board and his current roles with the Marcellus 
Shale Coalition, and the West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association.  He currently serves as 
Chairman and is on the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania Independent Oil and Gas 
Association 
 
 
 
 


