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Speakers' Biographies 
 

Bill Cooper 

Center for Liquefied Natural Gas 

 
Bill Cooper is the president of the Center for Liquefied Natural Gas (CLNG), a trade 
association of LNG producers, shippers, terminal operators and developers, and energy 
trade associations.  CLNG is a clearinghouse of educational and technical information.  It 
also facilitates rational issue discussion and the development of public policies that support 
LNG as a part of the nation’s energy portfolio. 
 
Bill frequently speaks on energy and natural gas issues drawing from his three decades of 
experience in the industry. Prior to CLNG, Bill was a partner at Hunton & Williams LLP.   He 
also served as counsel to the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee. 
 
Bill Cooper, President, Center for Liquified Natural Gas, 1620 Eye Street NW, Suite 700, 
Washington, DC 20006.  Phone: 202.962.4752.  Email:  bill.cooper@lngfacts.org 
 
William H. Daughdrill 

Ecology and Environment, Inc. 

 
Specializing in marine safety and environmental protection, Lieutenant Commander 
(Ret.) Daughdrill is the former Chief of the Commercial Vessel Safety Branch of the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG) Eighth District Office in New Orleans, Louisiana.  His 34 year 
career includes 20-years with USCG as a vessel and mobile offshore drilling unit 
(MODU) inspector and as a pollution prevention and oil spill response specialist. Mr. 
Daughdrill was the Chief of the Investigation Department at two USCG Marine Safety 
Offices and was responsible for conducting comprehensive marine casualty/accident 
investigations involving collisions, groundings, fires, oil spills and other incidents 
involving U.S. and foreign vessels operating in U.S. waters. As a result of these and 
other assignments with the USCG, Lieutenant Commander Daughdrill is acknowledged 
as a marine safety expert with extensive experience in vessel inspection and 
certification, port safety, vessel navigation, marine accident investigations, marine 
environmental protection, and oil spill prevention and response.  During his 11 years as 
an Ecology and Environment principal scientist/program manager, Mr. Daughdrill has 
managed high-profile license and permit applications for multiple offshore liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) terminals and offshore energy exploration, production, and 
transportation projects.  He recently led multi-disciplinary teams assisting with the 
response to the Deepwater Horizon (Macondo) oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.   
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Mr. Daughdrill earned his M.A., Public Administration, Coastal Zone Management 
Emphasis and his B.A.,Social Sciences Interdisciplinary, from the University of West 
Florida. 
 
William H. Daughdrill, Maritime Permitting Specialist, Ecology and Environment, Inc.,  
220 West Garden Street, Suite 404, Pensacola, FL 32502.  Phone: 850.425.8925.   
Email:  wdaughdrill@ene.com 
 
Ellen Ewart, Head of Global Coal Market Research 

Wood Mackenzie 

 

Ellen Ewart is Head of Global Coal Market Research, managing Wood Mackenzie’s coal 
market analysis and forecasting efforts. 
 
A geologist and mineral economist by training, Ellen’s career spans more than 25 years 
in the mining and energy industries.  Her perspective on coal, mining, and energy issues 
has been shaped by extensive experience in corporate positions, as well as external 
advisory roles. 
 
For three years prior to assuming her current role, Ellen led Wood Mackenzie’s 
Americas Coal Consulting practice, where she provided market-related and strategic 
consulting services to both U.S. and international clients.  Prior to joining Wood 
Mackenzie, Ellen was Vice President of Investor and Media Relations for Foundation 
Coal Corporation, where she oversaw the development of a new department at the time 
of the company’s initial public offering.  Previously, she had been Director of Market 
Research for the same company, which at that time was the fourth largest U.S. coal 
producer. 
 
In the advisory space, Ellen previously held positions of Principal (and Senior 
Consultant) with Platts Research and Consulting, Senior Account Manager with 
Resource Data International, Inc., and Senior Consultant with Price Waterhouse 
Management Consulting.  She began her career in the Exploration Department of 
CONSOL Energy. 
 
Ms. Ewart earned a bachelor’s of science degree in geology from Duke University, 
where she graduated magna cum laude, and a master’s of science degree in mineral 
economics from the Colorado School of Mines. 
 
Ellen Ewart, Head of Global Coal Market Research, Wood Mackenzie, One Park 
Place, Suite 575, Annapolis, MD 21401.  Phone:  (410) 295-4221.   
Email:  ellen.ewart@woodmac.com 
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Andrea Bear Field 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

 
Andrea Bear Field is the managing partner of the Washington, D.C. office of Hunton & 
Williams LLP.  She has been actively involved in the practice of environmental law for 
over 35 years.   
 
Andrea is best known for her representation of clients in rulemakings and litigation 
arising under the Clean Air Act (CAA), in federal and state enforcement actions, and in a 
full range of CAA permitting matters.  Most notably, for the past three decades, Andrea 
has served as lead counsel for industry in precedential environmental law cases in 
which the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and other appellate circuits 
have ruled on the legality of Environmental Protection Agency programs to establish 
federal permitting programs for new and existing sources, to govern the interstate 
transport of pollution, to set national ambient air quality standards, and to assess 
penalties against those found to be violating federal regulatory requirements.  
Representative clients include electric generating companies, coal companies, chemical 
companies, pulp and paper mills, refineries, and cement-manufacturing facilities.   
 
Andrea’s work has garnered her numerous awards and professional recognition.  She 
was the first woman elected to chair the American Bar Association’s Environment, 
Energy and Resources Section (1989-1990), and she is a member of the American 
College of Environmental Lawyers.  Andrea has been listed in The Best Lawyers in 

America for Environmental Law since 1989; has been listed in Chamber USA since 
2003; has since 2004 made the list of “Top Lawyers” by Washingtonian magazine for 
her work in environmental law; and was named a “Star of the Bar” in 2005 by the 
Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia.   
 
Andrea has also published numerous articles on Clean Air Act enforcement and new 
source review issues, including Sharon Daniels’ favorite article (presented when Andrea 
spoke at the 20th Annual Institute in 1999):  “What EPA’s Clean Air Act Regulations Tell 
the Coal Industry:  You’re Not Paranoid – We’re Really After You.”  20 Energy & Mineral 

L. Inst. Chapter 1, (2000).  Andrea spoke most recently for the Foundation in 2011 at 
the Winter Workshops on Energy Law, where she discussed the “Clean Air Act’s Top 
Ten Threats to Coal:  A Presentation in Prose, Verse, and Song.“  
 
Andrea earned her B.A., magna cum laude, from Yale University in 1971 (the first year 
women earned undergraduate degrees from Yale College); and she earned her J.D. 
from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1974.  Andrea is currently a member of 
the Virginia State Bar and D.C. Bar.   
 
Andrea Bear Field, Hunton & Williams LLP, 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20037.  Phone:  (202) 955-1558.  Email: afield@hunton.com 
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Brien Flanagan 

Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 

 
A Portland, Oregon, attorney, Brien Flanagan assists clients with transactions and 
litigation involving environmental and natural resources legal issues, and provides 
advice and counsel on environmental risk and liability issues for mergers and 
acquisitions, real estate, energy and natural resources transactions.  His efforts include 
due-diligence investigations and risk analysis for industrial property purchases, leases 
and natural resources development projects, as well as analyzing workplace 
environmental safety and liability issues and assisting with permitting issues.  He has 
extensive experience with a variety of environmental regulations including the Clean 
Water Act, CERCLA, Oregon Superfund, Washington's Model Toxics Control Act and 
Washington's State Environmental Policy Act.  Mr. Flanagan regularly represents clients 
before State and Federal courts and environmental agencies.  He lends a significant 
portion of his time and efforts to pro bono legal work as well; specifically, he 
represents an inmate on Louisiana's death row in that client’s post-conviction appeal 
process.   
 
Brien Flanagan has also been recognized as an “Oregon Rising Star” (2009 and 2010), 
which is an annual listing of top up-and-coming attorneys in Oregon—those who are 40 
years old or younger, or who have been practicing for ten years or less. 
 
Brien Flanagan, Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, PacWest Center, 1211 SW Fifth Avenue, 
Suite 1900, Portland, OR 97204. Phone:  503) 796-2915.  Email: bflanagan@schwabe.com 
 
William L. James 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

William James is the National Coal Expert for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
has been in this position since January 2010.  In addition to those duties, he recently 
completed a four-month temporary assignment at Corps Headquarters as the Acting 
Deputy Chief of the Regulatory Program.  William has over 38 years with the Corps – 
mostly in the Operations Division in Nashville District.  He began as a Co-Op student 
(Engineer Trainee in Natural Resources Management Branch) and has worked over 30 
years in the Regulatory Branch as a Project Manager and Section Chief.  In his previous 
position as Eastern Regulatory Section Chief in the Nashville District, he had 
responsibility for all regulatory matters in eastern Tennessee and southeastern 
Kentucky.  William has been a Corps PROSPECT training instructor teaching a session 
on endangered species consultation since 1996.  He has served on several national and 
regional level regulatory work groups and teams.  William has also participated in 
several natural disaster recovery efforts including 10 weeks on levee rehab after the 
1995 Missouri River flood, a month responding to Hurricane Georges in Puerto Rico in 
1998, and three months on the Katrina/Rita hurricane response in 2005/2006.  William 
served a one-year temporary assignment as Chief, Management Support Branch in 
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Nashville District with oversight for administrative and operational functions in the 
Operations Division.  He also served a six-month assignment as a Regulatory Program 
Specialist in the ASA (CW) office in 2006 and another six-month temporary assignment 
in summer 2009 as Acting Deputy Chief of the Regulatory Program.  William received a 
B.S. in Civil/Environmental Engineering in 1979 from Tennessee Technological 
University in Cookeville, TN.  
 
William is a native of middle Tennessee and currently lives in Lebanon – about 30 miles 
east of Nashville.  He and his wife, Vicky, have been married for 34 years and have two 
sons.   
 
William L. James, National Coal Expert, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 3701 Bell Road, 
Nashville, TN 37214-2660.  Phone: 615.369.7508.  Email: William.L.James@usace.army.mil 
 

Roger R. Martella 

Sidley Austin LLP 

 

Roger Martella is a partner in the Environmental Practice Group at Sidley Austin LLP. 
He recently rejoined Sidley Austin LLP after serving as the General Counsel of the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, concluding 10 years of litigating and 
handling complex environmental and natural resource matters at the Department of 
Justice and EPA.  

Mr. Martella’s practice focuses on three primary areas. First, Mr. Martella advises 
companies on developing strategic approaches to achieve their goals in light of rapidly 
developing demands to address climate change, promote sustainability, and utilize 
clean energy. Second, Mr. Martella handles a broad range of environmental and natural 
resource litigation and mediation. Third, Mr. Martella advises multinational companies 
on compliance with environmental laws in the United States, China, the European 
Union, and other nations. 
 
Roger R. Martella, Sidley Austin LLP, 1501 K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20005.  
Phone: 202.736.8097.  Email:  rmartella@sidley.com 
 
Bruce C. McKay 

Dominion Natural Resources 

 
Bruce McKay serves as Managing Director of Federal Affairs for Dominion, one of the 
nation’s largest and most diverse energy companies.  McKay is responsible for the 
development and execution of strategies to advance Dominion’s positions on federal 
policy issues affecting the company.  McKay represents Dominion before the Congress 
and the Executive Branch of the Federal Government.    
 
Prior to joining Dominion, McKay held a similar position with Consolidated Natural Gas.  
Before that he served as Legislative Director to U.S. Representative Earl Pomeroy (ND) 
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and legislative assistant to former U.S. Senator Quentin Burdick, focusing on energy 
and natural resource issues. 
 
McKay serves on the board of directors of the Business-Government Relations Council 
and the Natural Gas Roundtable.  He is past chairman of the Legislative Committee of 
the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America, Chairman of the Government 
Relations Committee of the Domestic Petroleum Council, and Chairman of the 
Legislative Committee of the American Gas Association. 
 
McKay was raised on a farm near Valley City, North Dakota.  He attended the University 
of North Dakota, earning a B.A. in Political Science and a B.S. in Public Administration.  
He is married to Anne Miniter McKay, has three children, Justin, Campbell and Jackson, 
and resides in Great Falls, Virginia. 
 
Bruce C. McKay, Managing Director, Federal Governmental Affairs, Dominion Resources, 
400 N. Capitol St. NW, Suite 875, Washington, DC 20001.  Phone: 202.585.4200.   
Email:  Bruce.C.McKay@dom.com 
 

Thomas C. Means 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

 
Thomas C. (“Tim”) Means joined Crowell & Moring LLP (“C&M”) in 1978 and is a partner in 
the firm’s Energy, Environment and Resources Group, and chairs the firm’s Administrative 
Law and Regulatory Practice Group.  His practice focuses on the federal regulation of the 
mining industry and challenging adverse agency action through administrative and judicial 
review. C&M has offices in New York, Orange County, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Anchorage, Cheyenne, London and Brussels, as well as Washington, D.C. 
  
Tim represents mine operators, mine supervisors, mining equipment manufacturers, and 
trade associations in MSHA and SMCRA matters.  He regularly assists mining companies in 
defending against MSHA special investigations seeking to impose civil and criminal 
liability, against MSHA discrimination (whistleblower) complaints, and against MSHA 
enforcement actions, challenging improper MSHA citations and orders and excessive civil 
penalties. Tim also represents mine operators and supervisors in the aftermath of mine 
accidents, coordinating their defense during the ensuing congressional, criminal, and 
agency investigations. 
  
Tim is listed as one of The Best Lawyers in America and is a Trustee and Past President of 
the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation. He is a member of the Bar of the District of 
Columbia, and is admitted to practice before most of the United States Courts of Appeals 
and the United States Supreme Court. Mr. Means is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of  
Dartmouth College, with a Masters in Public Administration from the University of Colorado 
and a law degree with Highest Honors from George Washington University. 
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Thomas C. Means, Crowell & Moring LLP, 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC  20004.  Phone:  202.624.2735.  Email: tmeans@crowell.com 
 
Kathryn Downey Miller, CFA 

Bentek Energy LLC 

 
Kathryn Downey Miller is a Manager of Energy Analysis at BENTEK Energy, working on 
production modeling as well as customized client analysis regarding asset acquisitions 
and divestitures, strategic planning and regional outlooks.  Before joining BENTEK, 
Kathryn conducted fundamental equity investment research at Bijou Capital 
Management, focusing on North American oil and natural gas companies.  She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in business with a concentration in finance from George Washington 
University and is a CFA charterholder. 
 
Kathryn D. Miller, Bentek Energy LLC, 32045 Castle Court, Ste. 200, Evergreen,  
CO 80439.  Phone: (303) 586-9058.  Email: kmiller@bentekenergy.com 
 

Kirsten L. Nathanson 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

 

Kirsten L. Nathanson is a partner at Crowell & Moring LLP in the firm's Environment, 
Energy & Resources Group, focusing on environmental litigation, enforcement defense, 
risk assessment, and regulatory counseling under the major federal environmental and 
public lands statutes. Her litigation experience covers the Clean Water Act, Clean Air 
Act, Endangered Species Act, FIFRA, NEPA, SMCRA, RCRA, and CERCLA, 
encompassing citizen suit defense, regulatory challenges, remediation cost recovery 
and defense, Administrative Procedure Act actions, and EPA enforcement. 

 
Current representative engagements include: representing a coal company in litigation 
under NEPA and other federal public lands law related to future operations in the 
Powder River Basin; litigation for various national trade associations against EPA 
challenging the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL); representing a 
Fortune 10 company in its CERCLA contribution claims at a National Priorities List 
Superfund site; litigation for the National Mining Association against EPA and the Corps 
of Engineers challenging the Enhanced Coordination Process and Detailed Guidance 
directed toward eastern U.S. coal mining operations; representing a corporation at the 
Berry's Creek Study Area, a complex multi-party contaminated sediment CERCLA site; 
and serving as Clean Water Act regulatory and litigation counsel to multiple national 
trade associations serving agriculture and forestry. 

 
Her experience includes federal district court motions and trial practice and federal 
appellate oral arguments.  She is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and 
numerous federal appellate and district courts nationwide. Kirsten currently serves as Co-
President of the Washington, D.C. Chapter of the Women's Energy Network. She is a Past 
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President and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation 
and also leads the Crowell & Moring Women Attorneys' Network. 
 
Kirsten L. Nathanson, Crowell & Moring LLP, 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C.  20004-2595.  Phone:  202.624.2887. Email:  knathanson@crowell.com 
 

David G. Ries 

Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP 
 
David G. Ries is a partner in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, office of Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, where he practices in the areas of environmental, commercial and 
technology litigation.  He chairs his firm’s E-Discovery and Records Management Group.  
He is a Past President of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation (EMLF) and served two 
terms as a member and chair of a hearing committee for the Disciplinary Board of the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  Dave received his B.A. from Boston College in 1971 and 
his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 1974 where he was a member of the Boston 

College Industrial and Commercial Law Review. 
 
His environmental practice over the last 35 years has included a broad range of issues in 
federal and state courts and before administrative agencies, including CERCLA litigation, 
Clean Water Act litigation, solid and hazardous waste issues, Clean Air Act litigation, 
storage tank litigation, court and administrative challenges to regulatory programs and 
defense of penalty actions.  His technology practice has included a variety of litigation 
matters, including major systems implementations, and advising clients on a number of 
technology law issues such as hardware and software agreements, domain name 
disputes, information security, privacy regulations, records management and electronic 
contracting.  He has regularly represented energy companies. 
 
Dave has frequently spoken and written on environmental, technology, and ethics issues 
for legal, academic and professional groups including the EMLF, the American Bar 
Association, the Association of Corporate Counsel, the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, 
Carnegie Mellon University, Duquesne University, the American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences, and the National Groundwater Association. 
 
Some of his recent ethics presentations for EMLF include an annual Ethics Update, 
Attorneys and Clients in Conflict, E-Discovery Ethics: Staying Out of the Briar Patch, and 
Multijurisdictional Practice: Lawyering Here, There and Everywhere. 
 
David G. Ries, Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP, One Oxford Centre, 301 Grant Street,  
Floor 14, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  Phone:  (412) 394-7787.  Email:  dries@thorpreed.com 
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Gregory B. Robertson 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

 

Greg serves as chair of the firm's global employment litigation and labor management 
relations practice and co-chair of the firm's health care reform initiative. Greg's practice 
focuses on all aspects of labor law, including labor relations, representation elections, 
collective bargaining negotiations, labor disputes and corporate campaigns. He counsels 
clients on employment law issues such as equal employment opportunity matters and 
employment-related regulatory compliance. Greg has substantial litigation experience in 
employment, employee benefit and labor relations matters in state and federal courts, 
appellate courts, before administrative agencies and in arbitration proceedings. Greg has  
in-depth knowledge of and experience advising employers in the service, manufacturing, 
food distribution, textile, health care, coal and other natural resource industries. 
 
Greg currently serves as counsel to the Virginia Chamber of Commerce. He has been 
consistently named to numerous best lawyer lists, including Best Lawyers of America, 
Chambers USA and Virginia's Legal Elite, and was listed by Super Lawyers in 2011 as one 
of the top 50 lawyers in Virginia.  He is a past president of the Energy & Mineral Law 
Foundation.  
 
He obtained his B.A. from Washington and Lee University in 1973 and his J.D. from the 
University of Richmond School of Law in 1976.   
 
Greg is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Circuit Courts of 
Appeals for the Fourth, Sixth and District of Columbia Circuits and the Virginia Supreme 
Court. 

 

Gregory B. Robertson, Hunton & Williams LLP, Riverfront Plaza, East Tower, 951 East 
Byrd Street, Richmond, VA 23219. Phone: (804) 788-8526. Email: grobertson@hunton.com 
 

Patrick Robertson 

C2 GROUP 

 

Patrick Robertson is a Partner in the C2 GROUP and focuses mainly on energy, 
communications, trade, transportation and tax.  Prior to joining the firm, Patrick served on  
the staff of Senator Jay Rockefeller (D-WV) for nine years, the last five as Deputy to the  
Chief of Staff.  He also served as Campaign Manager for Senator Rockefeller’s 2008  
re-election campaign. 
 
During his time on Capitol Hill, Patrick helped the Senator distill and attack problems and 
shaped solutions on a wide spectrum of issues from economic development to the 
complexities of the tax code.  He worked closely with the Finance Committee on tax bills, 
trade policy and Trade Adjustment Assistance issues.  In addition, he tackled 
telecommunications and transportation issues on the Senate Commerce Committee.   
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Patrick also worked with the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence on translating its 
enormously important and classified work to a broader audience.  He worked closely with 
state officials across West Virginia on large-scale projects and development, such as the 
West Virginia Summit on Homeland Security, plant relocations and openings, and on trade 
missions both overseas and here in the US. 
 
Patrick is a graduate of American University’s Washington College of Law and the University 
of Pittsburgh, and he serves on the Board of Directors of the Discover the Real West Virginia 
Foundation, a non-profit focused on economic development in his home state of West 
Virginia.   
 
Patrick Robertson, C2 GROUP, Liberty Place, 325 7th Street Northwest, Suite 400, 
Washington, DC 20005.  Phone: 202.567.2909.  Email:  robertson@thec2group.com 
 
George A. Rusk 

Ecology & Environment, Inc. 

 

Mr. Rusk has an extensive background in environmental law, specializing in the 
review/analysis of federal and state environmental laws and regulations concerning 
hazardous and solid waste; emerging greenhouse gas initiatives and trading programs; 
the control of toxic substances; occupational safety and health; and synthetic and 
alternative fuel development, clean coal technology, carbon sequestration.  Directly 
involved in project work, he directs permitting activities on large complex projects 
involving port terminals, interstate pipelines, electric power generation, mining and 
Liquid Natural Gas; works directly with outside counsel and E & E toxicologists, medical 
doctors, engineers, and other technical staff to direct and provide focused scientific 
support on contested matters involving litigation and regulatory agency proceedings; 
tracks federal and state regulatory programs; and implements and oversees 
environmental due diligence and regulatory compliance audits.  
 
Project work he has directed includes coordination of matters involving regulatory 
agency proceedings; development of coal and hard-rock mine plans and permit 
requirement reports; development of permit acquisition strategies and participation in 
legislative and adjudicative hearings; negotiation with agencies regarding the scope of 
remedial programs, fines, penalties, and cleanup levels for contaminated sites; 
development of integrated Geographic Information System databases, contaminant 
dispersion maps, and demonstrative aids on large-scale toxic tort cases; coordination of 
pretrial discovery and independent medical examinations to develop medical history 
summary databases; implementation of scientific research and literature reviews to 
identify relevant exposure standards and health effects of particular compounds; 
engineering evaluations of remediation work to assess the reasonableness of disputed 
insurance claims; and development of allocation models to evaluate relative 
responsibilities of potentially responsible parties involved in cost recovery litigation. 
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E&E is an international environmental consulting firm that specializes in environmental 
impact analysis and developing cost-effective solutions to address complex 
environmental issues and controversies.   
 

George A. Rusk, Vice President, Ecology & Environment, Inc., 368 Pleasant View Drive, 
Lancaster, NY 14086.  Phone: 716.684.8060.  Email:  grusk@ene.com 
 
Thomas A. Sarkus 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 

U.S. Department of Energy 

 

Tom Sarkus directs the Project Financing & Technology Deployment Division in the 
Office of Major Demonstrations at the U.S. Department of Energy’s (U.S. DOE’s) 
National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL).  With 33 years of experience, including 
26 years at DOE/NETL, Mr. Sarkus provides expert guidance and consultation to major 
DOE-funded clean coal technology and carbon sequestration demonstration projects.  
The current portfolio of 8 major projects has a combined total value of approximately 
$12.2 billion, with DOE’s cost share being roughly $3 billion or 25%. 
 
Mr. Sarkus previously worked on a variety of coal preparation, flue gas cleanup (e.g., 
SO2, NOx, & Hg emissions control) and advanced power generation (e.g., fluidized-bed 
combustion, integrated gasification combined-cycle) technologies.  Commercial-scale 
demonstration projects administered under his purview have garnered widespread 
attention and numerous awards (e.g., National Society of Professional Engineers’ 
Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award, Power magazine’s annual Powerplant 
Award, Power Engineering magazine’s Project of the Year award, R&D magazine’s 
R&D 100 Award).  He has hosted over 20 DOE workshops on topics ranging from 
unburned carbon in fly ash to SO3, reburning technology, and selective catalytic & non-
catalytic reduction technologies for NOx control. 
 
A native of Donora, Pennsylvania, Mr. Sarkus’ efforts have contributed to the capture or 
avoidance of millions of tons of air pollutant emissions at significantly reduced 
compliance costs.  Mr. Sarkus holds degrees in chemistry, geology, earth science and 
law.  His professional interests revolve around the common themes of energy and the 
environment (e.g., acid rain control and climate change mitigation).  In a strictly legal 
context, he focuses on electricity law, environmental matters (including NEPA 
compliance), and government contracts.  Mr. Sarkus has spoken extensively across the 
United States and around the world on the subject of clean coal technologies, and was 
recently the lead author of the Coal chapter in The Handbook of Energy. 
 
Thomas A. Sarkus, National Energy Technology Laboratory, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Mail Stop 922-1W13, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236.  Phone: 412.386.5981.  
Email: Thomas.Sarkus@NETL.DOE.GOV 
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Chet M. Thompson 

Crowell and Moring LLP 

 

Chet M. Thompson is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Crowell and Moring and 
the co-chair of the firm's Environment & Natural Resources Group. Chet is the former 
deputy general counsel and associate deputy general counsel of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), positions he held between 2004 and 2006. His practice includes 
counseling, litigation, enforcement defense, appellate advocacy, and regulatory and 
legislative representation of a wide array of clients under the major environmental statutes, 
including the Clean Air Act (CAA), the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 
and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, Liability, and Recovery 
Act (CERCLA). 
 
As EPA's deputy general counsel, Chet provided legal advice to the EPA administrator, the 
general counsel, and various program offices, particularly the Office of Air and Radiation 
(OAR), the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA), and the Office of 
Solid Waste (OSW). During his tenure, Chet oversaw the agency's air and radiation law 
office and the legal aspects of many of EPA's then hallmark CAA initiatives, including off-
road engine and low-sulfur diesel standards, the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), the 
Clean Air Mercury Rule (CAMR), New Source Review (NSR) reforms, designations and 
implementation of the revised national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone 
and particulate matter, and implementation of the CAA's residual risk program. He also 
supervised the agency's legal defense and appellate dockets and the day-to-day legal 
support of EPA's CAA title V, New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), and the NSR 
and prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) programs. Additionally, Chet provided 
legal counseling on a number of energy issues, including permitting of oil and gas 
exploration and processing plants, coal-fired power plants, and liquefied natural gas 
facilities. 
 
Chet also supervised the agency's solid waste and emergency response law office, which 
provides legal support for CERCLA and RCRA issues. He was the United States' lead 
negotiator in multi-year negotiations that culminated in a landmark settlement with a 
Canadian mining company over the extraterritorial application of CERCLA and liability 
associated with the historic contamination of the Upper Columbia River in Washington 
State. The settlement guaranteed full-funding for a comprehensive, multi-year study of 
human health and ecological risks at the site and avoided years of protracted litigation 
between the United States and Canada that could have had negative ramifications for U.S. 
industries. 
 
Chet received a B.A. in political science, cum laude, from Boston College in 1990 and his 
J.D. from Catholic University, the Columbus School of Law, in 1993, graduating in the top 
five percent of his class. He is admitted to the bars of the District of Columbia and Maryland. 
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Chet M. Thompson, Crowell & Moring LLP, 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, 
DC 20004.  Phone: 202.624.2655.  Email:  cthompson@crowell.com 
 
Charles R. Wesley 

Business Development, RAM Terminals, LLC 

 
Mr. Wesley is developing a 600-acre riverfront site in southern Louisiana for RAM 
Terminals that will include a bulk export facility.   RAM Terminals is owned by a private 
equity group that, in addition to RAM, owns interests in two Illinois basin coal producers. 
Prior to joining RAM, Mr. Wesley was responsible for Level 3 Communications’ coal 
interests in Montana and Wyoming, including all related legal matters.  Prior to joining 
Level 3, Mr. Wesley practiced law in Houston, Texas, with a focus on international 
energy development projects. Mr. Wesley holds a B.S. in Mining Engineering form 
Virginia Tech and a J.D. from the University of Kentucky College Of Law. 
 
Charles R. Wesley, RAM Terminals, LLC, 2680 Blake, No. 9, Denver, CO 80205.  
Phone:  720.883.2966.  Email: cwesley@armstrongcoal.com 
 
Daniel W. Wolff 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

 

Daniel W. Wolff is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Crowell & Moring LLP and 
a member of the firm’s Environment, Energy and Resources Group.  Dan’s practice 
extends broadly to appellate and trial litigation and administrative counseling in a 
number of areas, including mine safety and health and public lands. 

 
Dan’s Mine Act practice covers all aspects of regulatory compliance, investigations, and 
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