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“Review of U.S. Electricity Generation and Coal Market Trends, 2005-15” 
 

Howard K. Gruenspecht 

Deputy Administrator 

U.S. Energy Information Administration 
 

Dr. Gruenspecht is the Deputy Administrator of the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration (EIA), the statistical and analytical agency within the Department of 
Energy (DOE).  Over the past 35 years, Dr. Gruenspecht has worked extensively on 

energy-related environmental issues and economy-wide energy modeling.  Before 

joining EIA in 2003, he was a Resident Scholar at Resources for the Future, an 
independent, non-partisan research organization.  From 1991 to 2000, he held senior 

positions in DOE’s Office of Policy.  Prior to his service at DOE, Dr. Gruenspecht served 

as a senior staff economist at the White House Council of Economic Advisers, with 

primary responsibilities in the areas of environment, energy, regulation, and international 
trade.  His other professional experience includes service as a faculty member at the 

Tepper School of Business at Carnegie-Mellon University (1981-88), economic adviser 

to the chairman of the U.S. International Trade Commission (1988-90), and Assistant 
Director for Economics and Business on the White House Domestic Policy staff (1978-

79).  Dr. Gruenspecht has a Ph.D. in economics from Yale University and a B.A. from 

McGill University. 
 

Howard K. Gruenspecht, Deputy Administrator, U.S. Energy Information Administration, 

1000 Independence Avenue, Washington, DC 20585; Phone: 202.586.6351;  

Email: howard.gruenspecht@eia.gov 

 

“The Clean Power Plan:  What Does It Call For?” 

 
Tauna M. Szymanski 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

 
Tauna Szymanski is an attorney in the air and climate change practice group in the 

Washington, D.C. office of Hunton & Williams LLP. She advises clients on climate 

change-related litigation, regulatory, and transactional matters. She has worked on 
climate change since 1994 and has worked on environmental commodity transactions in 

over three dozen markets. Early in her legal career, she was seconded for two years to 

support the carbon trading desk of a major U.S. investment bank in London.  

 
Ms. Szymanski has a J.D. from Stanford Law School, where she was the editor-in-chief 

of the Stanford Environmental Law Journal, a master’s in economics and public policy 

from Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, 



and a B.A. from Carleton College in international relations and environmental studies. 

She grew up in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Israel, Burma and Spain as the child of U.S. 
Foreign Service Officers. 

 

Tauna M. Szymanski, Hunton & Williams LLP, 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 20037; Phone: 202.955.1949; Email: tszymanski@hunton.com 

 

“What Does the CPP Really Require?” 
 

Jerry M. Eyster 

Senior Vice President, Investment Strategy 

GE Energy Financial Services 
 

Jerry Eyster is Senior Vice President of Investment Strategy at GE Energy Financial 

Services where he leads market research on electric power markets and coal, identifies 
and evaluates investment and financing opportunities and develops public policy 

positions on various energy-related issues.  He has more than 30 years’ experience 

analyzing electric power, coal and environmental issues.   
 

Prior to GE, Mr. Eyster served as an energy and environmental consultant at Pace 

Global Energy Services, PA Consulting, PHB/Hagler Bailly, Fieldston Consulting and 

ICF International.  He has served as vice president of Corporate Development with A. T. 
Massey Coal Company and worked in business development at Shell Coal International 

in London and Scallop Coal in New York.  He also worked for the Energy Information 

Administration as director of its Electric Power Division.   
 

Mr. Eyster holds a B.A. in Political Science and Economics from Yale University and an 

M.B.A. from the Stanford Graduate School of Business.   
 

Jerry Eyster, Senior Vice President, Investment Strategy, GE Energy Financial Services, 800 

Long Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06927; Phone: 203.357.6923; Email: jerry.eyster@ge.com 

 

“ Judicial Review of EPA’s Clean Power Plan: The Key Legal Issues” 

 
Thomas A. Lorenzen 

Crowell & Moring LLP 
 

Tom Lorenzen is a partner in Crowell & Moring's Washington, D.C. office and is a member of 
the Environment & Natural Resources and Government Affairs groups. Tom works with clients 

seeking to successfully navigate the federal environmental rulemaking process. 

 
With a decade of Justice Department experience managing the legal defense of all EPA 

rules, Tom has a unique ability to help clients shape environmental policy, provide vital 

input on proposed federal environmental regulations through written comment and direct 
interaction with regulators, and mount effective judicial challenges to EPA actions that 

adversely affect his clients' interests. Tom also helps clients ensure compliance with 

existing environmental regulations. In addition, he is a noted appellate lawyer who has 

briefed, argued, or supervised hundreds of petitions for review of EPA regulations and 
other final EPA actions. 

 



While he was at the Department of Justice, Tom oversaw many of the seminal 

environmental cases of the last decade. These include Massachusetts v. EPA, in which 
the Supreme Court affirmed EPA's authority to regulate greenhouse gases under the 

Clean Air Act, and Entergy v. Riverkeeper, in which the Court held that EPA has 

discretion under the Clean Water Act to consider or decline to consider costs in 

determining how to regulate cooling water intake structures. In the D.C. Circuit and the 
other federal courts of appeals, he oversaw the government's defense in Coalition for 

Responsible Regulation v. EPA, in which the court upheld EPA's first suite of 

greenhouse gas regulations (largely upheld by the Supreme Court in Utility Air 
Regulatory Group v. EPA); EME Homer City Generation, L.P. v. EPA and North Carolina 

v. EPA, in which the court reviewed EPA's various attempts to address interstate 

transport of air pollutants; numerous cases challenging EPA regulations governing 
emissions of hazardous air pollutants; and National Cotton Council v. EPA, in which the 

Sixth Circuit reviewed EPA's Clean Water Act regulations governing the 

application of pesticides over waters of the United States.  

 
Tom is a frequent lecturer and commentator in print, on the internet, and on television 

regarding federal environmental law, climate change regulation, administrative law, 

federal policymaking, and effective appellate brief-writing and argument. 
 

Tom earned his J.D. at the Harvard Law School and his B.A. at the University of 

California at Los Angeles. 
 

Thomas A. Lorenzen, Crowell & Moring LLP, 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 2004; Phone: 202.624.2789; Email: tlorenzen@crowell.com 

 

“Innovation Driving the Future of Wind” 

 
Lauren Thirer 

GE Renewables 
 

Lauren Thirer is the Onshore Wind Product Strategy Leader at GE Renewables, a 

leading global provider of renewable energy products and services. In her role Lauren is 
responsible for the successful development of all new wind turbine products – a job that 

includes competitive assessment, analysis of global market trends and drivers, and 

specification of key product requirements to launch winning products across the world. 

  
Lauren joined GE in 2009 as part of the Renewable Energy Leadership Program, a two-

year rotational program where she held high-impact roles in parts remanufacturing, the 

commercial team and the offshore product line.  
  

Lauren earned her BA and MBA degrees at Cornell University. She is based at GE’s 

Onshore Wind headquarters in Schenectady, NY. 

 
Lauren Thirer, GE Renewables, 1 River Road, Bldg. 53/457, Schednectady, NY 12345; 

Phone: 518.385.4698; Email: Lauren.Thirer@ge.com 

 
 

 

 
 



“What Transmission Additions Are Needed for Renewables and What Does It Take 

to Get Them Built?” 
 

Larry F. Eisenstat 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

 
Larry Eisenstat is a partner in Crowell & Moring's Washington, D.C. office where he is 

chair of the firm's Energy Group. He has considerable experience handling both 

regulatory and transactional matters, as well as litigation, compliance, and enforcement 
matters on behalf of both energy and non-energy companies. He also devotes a 

substantial part of his time to energy policy, strategic planning, investment, and 

corporate reorganization matters. 
 

Larry has served as lead counsel on numerous administrative and judicial proceedings 

before federal and state courts and administrative agencies. He counsels independent 

power producers, regulated utilities, marketers, financial institutions, distributed 
generation, storage and smart grid providers, trade associations, and large energy 

consumers on transmission and interconnection, power supply and planning, and market 

design, trading, and restructuring issues. He also serves as project counsel for both 
conventional and renewable power plants and transmission projects throughout North 

America. He has counseled clients on mergers, asset acquisitions and sales, and in 

negotiations and litigations regarding virtually all aspects of electric infrastructure 
development and operations, utility solicitations, contract disputes, transmission 

planning, market access, market power and power marketing issues, market monitoring, 

compliance and enforcement matters, and efforts to develop regional transmission 

organizations, independent system operators, and transmission companies. Larry has 
successfully represented numerous electric power suppliers in all manner of traditional 

and ancillary rate proceedings and investigations, including the first affiliated power 

producer to receive market-based rate authority from the FERC. 
 

Larry received his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School and his B.A. from the 

University of Chicago.  He is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and the District of 

Columbia. 
 

Larry F. Eisenstat, Crowell & Moring LLP, 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, 

DC 20004-2595; Phone: 202.624.2600; Email: leisenstat@crowell.com 
 

“Can Renewables Meet EPA’s Expectations?” 

 
Michael Zenker  

Senior Director 

NextEra Energy Resources  

 
Michael Zenker is a Senior Director with NextEra Energy Resources. At NextEra, he 

leads the firm’s fundamental research on oil, oil products, natural gas, liquefied natural 

gas, natural gas liquids, and related markets. Michael has been active in the energy 
markets for over 25 years. Previously, he was a Managing Director of gas and power 

research with Barclays, and Managing Director overseeing global gas and global power 

research with Cambridge Energy Research Associates (CERA). Prior to those positions, 
he led the gas and power trading and system dispatch organization for Southern 

California Edison. He has prepared/delivered written reports and presentations on the 



natural gas, electric power, coal, and oil markets to a wide variety of audiences. Mr. 

Zenker has testified before the US Congress, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
and the California Public Utilities Commission, and has been a frequent contributor to 

energy industry publications and events. He has appeared on television, in print media 

and on radio. Mr. Zenker has a Bachelor’s degree in Nuclear Engineering, and an MBA, 

both from the University of California, and is a registered professional engineer in 
nuclear engineering. 

 

Michael Zenker, Senior Director, NextEra Energy Resources, 700 Universe Blvd., Juno 
Beach, FL 33408; Phone: 561.304.5877; Email: Michael.Zenker@nee.com 

 

Tuesday, March 1 
 

“North American Natural Gas Outlook” 

 
Andrew Bradford 

BTU Analytics, LLC 

 
Andrew Bradford is the CEO of BTU Analytics, LLC.  Prior to BTU Analytics, he was the 

Senior Commercial Director of North American Natural Gas at Platts-Bentek Energy 

where he led the natural gas analytics team.  In this role, he served on the National 
Petroleum Council’s 2011 Prudent Development study.  Andrew launched Bentek 

Energy’s Northeast services in 2008 and consulted clients on many early Marcellus 

pipeline transportation strategies.  Andrew’s twenty years of experience in the energy 
industry includes positions at Amoco Production Company and Constellation Energy. He 

holds a M.A. in Energy and Environmental Analysis from Boston University and a B.S. in 

Geology from Colorado College. 

 
Andrew Bradford, BTU Analytics, LLC, 445 Union Boulevard, Suite 124, Lakewood, CO 

80228; Phone: 720.552.8040; Email:  abradford@btuanalytics.com 

 
“How Natural Gas Fares Under the Final Clean Power Plan” 

 

Michael L. Krancer 

Blank Rome LLP 
 

Michael Krancer is an experienced and well-known policy and substantive thought 

leader in energy development and deployment. He is an experienced and valued advisor 
to U.S. and global energy companies of all types regarding the full range of legal, public 

policy, government relations, state and federal regulatory, financial, corporate, and labor 

matters with his 20+ years of energy industry and public policy experience at the highest 
corporate and policy-making levels. 

 

Prior to rejoining Blank Rome, Mr. Krancer served as Secretary of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) under Governor Tom Corbett. During his 
tenure, Mr. Krancer oversaw the environmentally responsible development of shale 

natural gas in Pennsylvania and was a key member of the Governor’s team that 

attracted new and environmentally sensitive economic development to the 
Commonwealth. 

 

Mr. Krancer was a litigation partner with Blank Rome from 1992 to 1999. He also served 



as Judge and Chief Judge and Chairman of Pennsylvania’s Environmental Hearing 

Board (EHB), the state-wide trial/appellate court for environmental matters involving 
appeals from actions of the DEP, and he was Assistant General Counsel to Exelon 

Corporation, one of the nation’s largest competitive energy providers and parent of three 

different utility companies. At Exelon he was responsible for environmental health and 

safety matters, as well as energy policy development and government relations for the 
company. 

 

As a prominent and popular speaker and writer, Mr. Krancer is widely recognized for his 
practical thought leadership on a wide range of energy policy issues, including the 

emerging, global geopolitical importance of Pennsylvania shale gas and energy 

resources; federal and state regulation of shale gas extraction, LNG export potential and 
the future of America’s energy revolution. 

 

Mr. Krancer received his B.A., with distinction from the University of Virginia and his J.D., 

summa cum laude, from Washington & Lee School of Law.  He is licensed to practice 
law in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

 

Michael L. Krancer, Blank Rome LLP, One Logan Square, 130 North 18th Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103; Phone: 215.569.5535; Email: MKrancer@BlankRome.com 

 

“2016 Outlook for U.S. Coal Markets” 
 

Seth Schwartz 

President, Principal 

Energy Ventures Analysis, Inc. 
 

Energy Ventures Analysis, Inc. has been a key player in the energy industry since 1981.  

With offices in Arlington, Virginia, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the experts at Energy 
Ventures Analysis guide clients to sound investment and operational decisions regarding 

the energy industries. As President, Mr. Schwartz is responsible for a wide variety of 

studies of energy supply and demand.  The studies have included assisting utilities, 

industries, and independent power producers in developing fuel procurement strategies 
and in negotiating long-term fuel contracts; auditing utility fuel procurement practices, 

system dispatch, and off-system sales; directing EVA’s analyses of coal supply and 

demand; testifying in fuel contract disputes; and assisting companies in acquisitions and 
sales of coal reserves and producing properties. 

 

Mr. Schwartz earned his B.S.E. in Geological Engineering at Princeton University. 
 

Seth Schwartz, President, Energy Ventures Analysis, Inc., 1901 North Moore Street, Suite 

1200, Arlington, VA 22209; Phone: 703.276.4002; Email: Schwartz@evainc.com 

 
“Outlook for Upcoming UMW Contract Negotiations and Miner Benefits” 

 

Gregory B. Robertson 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

 
Greg serves as chair of the firm's global employment litigation and labor management 

relations practice and co-chair of the firm's health care reform initiative. Greg's practice 



focuses on all aspects of labor law, including labor relations, representation elections, 

collective bargaining negotiations, labor disputes and corporate campaigns. He counsels 
clients on employment law issues such as equal employment opportunity matters and 

employment-related regulatory compliance. Greg has substantial litigation experience in 

employment, employee benefit and labor relations matters in state and federal courts, 

appellate courts, before administrative agencies and in arbitration proceedings. Greg has in-
depth knowledge of and experience advising employers in the service, manufacturing, food 

distribution, textile, health care, coal and other natural resource industries. 

 
Greg currently serves as counsel to the Virginia Chamber of Commerce. He has been 

consistently named to numerous best lawyer lists, including Best Lawyers of America©, 

Chambers USA and Virginia's Legal Elite, and was listed by Super Lawyers in 2011 as one of 
the top 50 lawyers in Virginia.  He is a past president of the Energy & Mineral Law 

Foundation.  

 

Greg obtained his J.D. from the University of Richmond School of Law and his 
B.A. from Washington and Lee University.  He is admitted to practice before the U.S. 

Supreme Court, the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeals for the Fourth, Sixth and District of 

Columbia Circuits and the Virginia Supreme Court. 
 

Gregory B. Robertson, Hunton & Williams LLP, Riverfront Plaza, East Tower, 951 East Byrd 

Street, Richmond, VA 23219; Phone: 804.788.8526; Email: grobertson@hunton.com 

 

“Professional Ethics Update 2016” 

 
David G. Ries 

Clark Hill PLC 

 

David G. Ries is a member in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania office of Clark Hill PLC, 
where he practices in the areas of environmental, commercial, and technology law and 

litigation.  He is a Past President of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation and served 

two terms as a member and chair of a hearing committee for the Disciplinary Board of 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  Dave received his B.A. from Boston College in 

1971 and his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 1974 where he was a member of 

the Boston College Industrial and Commercial Law Review. 

 
His environmental practice over the last 40 years has included a broad range of issues 

in federal and state courts and before administrative agencies, including CERCLA 

litigation, Clean Water Act litigation, solid and hazardous waste issues, Clean Air Act 
litigation, storage tank litigation, wet weather consent orders, court and administrative 

challenges to regulatory programs, and defense of enforcement actions.  His technology 

practice has included a variety of litigation matters, including major systems 
implementation disputes, and advising clients on a number of technology law issues 

such as hardware, software, and cloud services agreements, information security, 

privacy regulations, information governance, e-discovery, and electronic contracting.  He 

has regularly represented energy companies. 
 

Dave has frequently spoken and written on environmental, technology, and ethics topics 

for legal, academic, and professional groups including the EMLF, the American Bar 
Association, the Association of Corporate Counsel, the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, 



Carnegie Mellon University, Duquesne University, the American Academy of Forensic 

Sciences, and the National Groundwater Association. He serves on the Editorial Board 
of Environmental Forensics (a peer reviewed journal). 

 

David G. Ries, Clark Hill PLC, One Oxford Centre, 301 Grant Street, 14th Floor, Pittsburgh, 

PA 15219; Phone: 412.394.7787; Email: dries@ClarkHill.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


