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§ 21.01. Introduction and Overview.
"The law is dragged kicking and screaming into the future." This well worn statement is appropriate in the
context of the relationship of the current state of the law in Appalachia to the emerging practice of
horizontal drilling. This Chapter serves two purposes. First, it is a survey of existing eastern state oil and gas
conservation laws pertaining to horizontal drilling. Second, it is meant to be a useful tool to encourage
discussion about horizontal drilling and the developing body of law emerging from this rapidly advancing
technology. Changes in existing state statutes and regulations will be necessary to accommodate the
efficient and rapid assimilation of the new technological advances which are making horizontal drilling a
practical means of producing oil and gas.
Horizontal drilling will require a reorientation of both legal and technical thinking about the process of oil
and gas drilling. Mr. Joe Goetz, Manager of Technical Marketing for Halliburton Services, Inc., in prepared
remarks at a March 1991 Symposium in Houston, Texas, on the subject sponsored by Gas Daily, noted that
the concepts involve "Paradigm Shifts." That is, the "accepted" set of rules by which we operate are not
always correct. A small chart will illustrate the concept under conventional drilling vs. horizontal drilling. (1)
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Attorney Richard A. Counts of Kingsport, Tennessee, at the June 1990 meeting of the Interstate Oil
Compact Commission (IOCC) in Bismarck, North Dakota, aptly stated: "The most exciting technologies in
the world are of no use unless the regulatory framework is in place to allow the development of these
resources."(2) Estimates are that the number of wells drilled horizontally will continue to increase, as
indicated in Illustration 1.(3)
[1]--History.

