
Energy & Mineral Law Foundation 
Abstracting Titles in the Appalachian Basin 
March 10-11, 2011 
 

Speakers' Biographies 
 
James W. Adams, Jr.  
Sadler Law Firm, LLP 
 
James W. Adams, Jr. is a senior attorney in the Houston, Texas, office of Sadler 
Law Firm, LLP.  With over 25 years of legal experience in the energy industry, 
Mr. Adams has assisted oil, gas and energy industry clients in a variety of 
transactions, including upstream & midstream matters, asset acquisitions and 
divestitures, corporate mergers and acquisitions, and litigation.  He has extensive 
experience litigating property and energy-related disputes, as well as in other 
types of commercial litigation. 
  
Mr. Adams has published extensively on energy, real property, litigation and 
corporate law.  He is a frequent MCLE speaker and author for organizations such 
as the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation, the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation, West Group, CCH, Inc., Thomson-West Publishing, Matthew Bender 
& Co, and LexisNexis.  
  
Mr. Adams was named a LexisNexis Expert Commentator in 2008, and was 
admitted into SCRIBES, The American Society of Writers on Legal Subjects in 
2003.  He is a co-author and editor of the forthcoming legal reference volume 
Pennsylvania Oil & Gas Law and Practice (Bisell Publishing, projected 
publication 2011) and the author of Texas Forms, Legal and Business: Oil, Gas & 
Mineral and Environmental Law (Thomson-West 2004).  He also authored Curing 
Title Defects in the United States, Chapter 12, THE LANDMAN’S GUIDE 
(Matthew Bender & Co., 1988) and Curing Title Defects, Chapter 78, TEXAS 
TRANSACTION GUIDE (LexisNexis, 2009). 
  
He earned his B.S. from the University of Texas at Austin, and J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center.  He has taught law as an adjunct faculty 
member for U.C.L.A. since 2000. 
  
James W. Adams Jr., Sadler Law Firm, LLP, 1900 West Loop South, Suite 700, 
Houston, Texas 77027-3282. Phone: (713) 877-8254. Email: 
jadams@sadlerlaw.com or adams.ucla@pdq.net. 
 
 
 



Paul J. Atencio 
Tucker Arensberg 
 
Paul J. Atencio is an attorney in the firm's Business and Finance Department. 
Paul’s practice includes counseling various clients on transactions and regulatory 
matters involving business and corporate law, energy, securities, commercial 
finance and real estate. Paul is also a member of the firm's Energy - Oil and Gas, 
Trust and Investment Management, and Financial Institutions Groups.    
 
Paul received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, and received his Juris Doctor, cum laude, from the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law in 2003. At Pitt, Paul took first place in the Murray S. 
Love Trial Moot Court Competition and was a Finalist in the Gourley Trial Moot 
Court Competition. In recognition of his achievements, Paul received the Pitt Law 
Alumni Association Scholarship Award and was named a member of the Order of 
the Barristers. Paul is admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
and Western District of Pennsylvania and Third Circuit Court of Appeals.  Paul 
serves as Vice President of the Board of Trustees for the Bethel Park Public 
Library where he chairs the Fundraising Committee. Paul is also a member of the 
Allegheny County Bar Association and regularly represents victims of domestic 
violence at protection from abuse hearings through Neighborhood Legal 
Services.  
 
Paul J. Atencio, Tucker Arensberg, 1500 One PPG Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  
Phone:  (412) 594-5519.  Email:  patencio@tuckerlaw.com. 
 
Michael J. Barron 
EQT Production 
 
Michael Barron has worked in EQT Production Company’s Washington office as 
Pennsylvania Title Supervisor since 2008.  In his current role, Michael’s work is 
focused on title issues surrounding Marcellus shale development in 
Pennsylvania.  Prior to joining EQT, he worked in Jacksonville, Florida as an 
Assistant Vice President and Claims Counsel for Fidelity National Financial.   He 
has experience in the areas of oil and gas, residential and commercial real 
estate, litigation management and title insurance.  Michael is admitted to practice 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of Florida. 
 
Mr. Barron graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a bachelor’s degree 
in biology, and he earned his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
in 2004.   
 
Michael J. Barron, EQT Production Company, 455 Racetrack Road, Suite 101, 
Washington, PA 15301.  Phone 412.395.5560.  Email:  mbarron@eqt.com. 
 
 



Michael J. Barron, EQT Production, EQT Plaza, 455 Racetrack Road, 
Washington, PA 15301.  Phone:  (412) 360-9948.  Email:  mbarron@eqt.com. 
 
Sean Cassidy 
Sean Cassidy & Associates 
 
Sean Cassidy is the principal of the recently-formed Sean Cassidy & Associates, 
P.C., specializing in title work and practicing law at the same location of his 
former law firm, Cassidy, Kotjarapoglus & Pohland, LLC, in Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania.  Sean received his Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics 
from Carnegie Mellon University, and his Juris Doctorate degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he served as Note Editor for the 
University of Pittsburgh Law Review. 

Mr. Cassidy is the author of “Title Defects and Their Cure,” Eastern Min. L. Inst. 
ch. 2 (1981), “Preparation and Use of Title Opinions,” Eastern Min. L. Inst. ch. 6 
(1985), “Title Failure,” Eastern Min. L. Inst. ch. 11 (1990), and “Horizontal 
Division of Oil and Gas Leaseholds,” Eastern Min. L. Inst. ch. 20 (1994). He is 
the author of Oil and Gas Lease Negotiations, published as part of the Audioline 
Series of the Pennsylvania Bar Institute and has presented seminars on oil and 
gas leasing for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. Mr. Cassidy is also a contributing 
author for The American Law of Mining, Second Edition, published by Matthew 
Bender & Co., Inc.  Mr. Cassidy is a Trustee of the Energy & Mineral Law 
Foundation, formerly known as the Eastern Mineral Law Foundation, and 
previously served as President of the Eastern Mineral Law Foundation from 1990 
to 1991. Mr. Cassidy is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the 
Westmoreland County Bar Association. Mr. Cassidy has been the recipient of a 
Pro Bono Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association and in 2003 was named 
the Westmoreland County Bar Association “Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year.” Mr. 
Cassidy is also active civically in the Westmoreland County community. For three 
years, he served as President of the Laurel Ballet Performing Company. He 
currently serves on the board of the Westmoreland Symphony Orchestra and is a 
board member and Treasurer of the Westmoreland Cultural Trust. 

Sean Cassidy & Associates P.C., 118 North Main Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.  
Phone:  (724) 836-4900.  Email:  scassidy@cassidypc.com. 

Andrew S. Chumney 
Peacock Keller & Ecker, LLP 
 
Andrew S. Chumney attended Washington and Jefferson College 
where he graduated cum laude in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in History. While an undergraduate, Andrew aided in a 
study for the Washington County Bar Association in which he 
interviewed and compiled biographical information of distinguished 
members of the Washington County Bar. In 2003, Andrew received 
his Juris Doctorate from Duquesne University School of Law, serving 



as Executive Articles Editor for the Duquesne Law Review. While in law school, 
Andrew completed a judicial internship with the Honorable Donald E. Zeigler and 
clerked with the Pittsburgh firm of Portnoy & Quinn. After joining Peacock Keller in 
August 2003, Andrew rotated among various sections within the firm, and now 
focuses his practice in the areas of coal, oil, gas, shale gas, mineral and energy law 
and real estate. In January 2011, he became a Partner with the firm. 
 
Andrew S. Chumney, Peacock Keller & Ecker, LLP, 70 East Beau Street, Washington, 
PA 15301. Phone: 724-222-4520  E-Mail: AChumney@PeacockKeller.com.  
 
Jonathan G. Higie 
Peacock Keller & Ecker, LLP 
 
Originally from Bradford, Pennsylvania, Jonathan Higie graduated from Dickinson 
College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1986, with a Bachelor  of Arts Degree in Policy 
and Management Studies; he received his Juris Doctorate from the Dickinson School 
of Law in 1989. While in law school, Jonathan participated on the 1988 Irving R. 
Kaufman National Securities Moot Court Team and was a law clerk with the Honorable 
Judge Christine Nettesheim of the United States Claims Court in Washington, DC, in 
the Summer of 1987.  
 
Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Higie practiced law with the firm of Meyer, 
Unkovic & Scott in Pittsburgh before joining Peacock Keller in August 1991. Jonathan 
is a member of the American, Pennsylvania, (House of Delegates 2002-present), 
Washington County and Allegheny County Bar Associations, and his practice of law is 
concentrated in real property, commercial and residential lending, coal, oil, gas, shale 
gas, mineral and energy law, environmental law and selected municipal and zoning law 
matters.  
 
Jonathan is Managing Partner at Peacock Keller and is a past President of Group 
Home, Inc. of Washington, PA, has served on the Board of Directors of Allegheny 
County Special Olympics, serves on the Board of Directors of the Washington 
Industrial Development Corporation and is a member of the Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce.  
 
Jonathan G. Higie, Peacock Keller & Ecker, LLP, 70 East Beau Street, Washington, 
PA 15301.  Phone: 724-222-4520.  E-Mail: JHigie@PeacockKeller.com. 
 
Nathaniel C. Hunter 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
 
Nat Hunter is Counsel in the Pittsburgh office of Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC. 
With nearly 25 years of experience as an attorney – both working in law firms 
and in-house at national title insurance companies – he is well-versed in the 
areas of commercial and residential real estate law, including development law, 
lending law, landlord and tenant law, mineral law, title insurance, and related 



areas of practice. His minerals-related experience includes representing clients in 
the purchase, sale and leasing of oil and gas interests, performing due diligence 
for a lender on a major Marcellus gathering line transaction, and representing a 
mining company on all real estate aspects in the sale of the corporation, which 
involved more than 100 leased and owned properties in six states, ranging from 
office space to quarries and operations facilities. 
 
Mr. Hunter is a Council Member of the Allegheny County Bar Association Real 
Estate Section, and he is a past president of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater 
Pittsburgh. He was recently recognized in Woodward/White’s The Best Lawyers 
in America® for real estate law. 
 
He earned his B.A., with Departmental Honors, from Hamilton College, and he 
earned his J.D. from The Dickinson School of Law, where he was a published 
member of Dickinson Law Review. He is admitted to practice law in the state of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Nathaniel C. Hunter, Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC, One Oxford Centre, Suite 
3440, 301 Grant Street, Pittsburgh PA 15219.  Phone:  (412) 325-3307.  Email:  
nhunter@spilmanlaw.com. 
 
J. Thomas Lane 
Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP 
 
Tom Lane is a partner in the Bowles Rice Charleston office.  He practices primarily in 
the areas of natural resources, coal, oil and gas, commercial real estate, zoning and 
land development  This practice ranges from complex transactions of mineral 
property and companies to complex litigation of natural resource issues.  He also 
engages in lobbying and government relations, particularly on issues affecting the 
mineral industry. 

As the former Robert T. Donley Adjunct Professor of Law at the West Virginia 
University College of Law, Tom taught a course in Coal, Oil and Gas Law (1986-
2005).  He compiled a teaching text on Coal, Oil and Gas and has published 
numerous articles, including “Rights-of-Way and Easements in Mineral 
Development;” “Maintaining Oil and Gas Leases in Distressed Markets;” “West 
Virginia Ad Valorem Property Taxes;” “Fire in the Hole to Longwall Shears, Old Law 
Applied to New Technology;” and “Accounting for Cotenants, Trustees, Lessees, 
Trespassers and the Like.” 

Tom is President of the Charleston City Council where he has been an elected 
member since 1987.  He serves on the key committees of Council, is involved in 
various special projects from homeless shelters to public safety and has organized 
and oversees task forces to carry out a City plan on comprehensive improvements.  
Tom is active in a variety of church, civic and charitable endeavors.    



Tom is trustee and past president of the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation and past 
president and chairman of the Executive Council of The West Virginia Bar 
Association.  He is also the chairman of the Charleston Land Trust. 

An owner of a land development company, Tom is involved in land development, 
construction and rental.  His favorite pastime is landscaping and gardening, and he 
would rather work on his tractor than watch football.  Time on the tractor competes, 
however, with tennis.  Tom is an avid player with a 4.0 NTRP rating.  He competes 
in many local and regional tournaments.  In his spare time, Tom likes to work on 
cars and has on occasion restored an old Porsche or two.  As a private pilot, Tom 
likes to travel by plane. 

Tom received his bachelor of arts degree in 1968 from Washington & Jefferson 
College and his law degree in 1973 from West Virginia University.  He served in the 
United States Army (1969-1971), and was a Law Clerk to the Honorable John A. 
Field Jr., United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit (1974-1975).  Tom is 
a member of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference. 

Since 1989, Tom has been listed in “The Best Lawyers in America” by 
Woodward/White, Inc.; he has an AV rating with Martindale-Hubbell; and he is listed 
in Chambers USA “America’s Leading Business Lawyers.”  In 2006, Tom was 
awarded the annual McClaugherty Award by the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation 
for distinguished service to the natural resource profession.  In 2009 Tom was 
recognized by West Virginia Super Lawyers as one of “West Virginia Top 10 Super 
Lawyers” and recently he was selected as The Best Lawyers in America’s 2010 Real 
Estate Lawyer of the Year for Charleston, West Virginia. 

J. Thomas Lane, Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP, 600 Quarrier Street, 
Charleston, WV 25301.  Phone:  (304) 347-1111.  Email:  tlane@bowlesrice.com. 
 
Leslie Miller-Stover 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
 
Leslie Miller-Stover is a Member in the Charleston, WV office of Steptoe & 
Johnson PLLC.  Ms. Stover concentrates her practice in the area of energy law.  
She has handled matters involving mineral acquisitions, including negotiating and 
drafting transactional documents for multi-million dollar mineral acquisitions, 
mining operation acquisitions from bankruptcy debtors, drafting joint operating 
and other related agreements in acquiring drilling and production rights, 
managing complex due diligence projects, organizing land, well and other 
pertinent records to prepare a data room for the marketing and sale of oil and 
gas assets, title defect curative work, mineral title examinations and lease 
negotiations.   
 
Ms. Stover is a member of the AAPL, and worked as a Landman in a large 
production company located in the Appalachian Basin managing the drilling title 
program for West Virginia and clearing drilling titles. 



 
Ms. Stover earned her law degree in 2001 from West Virginia University where 
she graduated as a member of the Order of the Coif.  She also earned a Master 
of Business Administration and B.A. in Economics from West Virginia University 
in 1993 and 1992, respectively, where she graduated magna cum laude.   
 
Leslie Miller-Stover, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, Chase Tower, 8th Floor, 707 
Virginia St. East, Charleston, WV 25301.  Phone:  (304) 353-8152.  Email:  
leslie.miller-stover@steptoe-johnson.com. 
 
Ryan T. Purpura 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC 
 
Ryan Purpura is an Associate with Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC in 
Pittsburgh, PA.  He focuses his practice in a range of corporate finance matters, 
with expertise in energy and natural resources and a particular emphasis on the 
oil and gas industry. He has experience in mergers and acquisitions and joint 
ventures involving publicly traded and privately held companies. Ryan also 
advises publicly traded companies on federal and state securities law 
compliance, corporate governance matters and securities transactions. 
 
Within the oil and gas industry, Ryan represents companies involved in 
exploration and production as well as midstream services. He regularly advises 
both independent and integrated, publicly traded and private producers in all 
facets of their operations, including the acquisition, disposition and joint 
development of oil and gas interests, gas purchase and transportation 
agreements, regulatory and operational matters. 
 
While at Buchanan, Ryan spent several months as associate general counsel to 
firm client CNX Gas Corporation, a publicly-traded natural gas exploration, 
development, production and gathering company and subsidiary of CONSOL 
Energy Inc. As such, he was responsible for the management and oversight of 
certain of its legal affairs. This included the company's SEC reporting and 
disclosure obligations, as well as its corporate governance issues and 
acquisition-related negotiations and integration. Ryan supported all of CNX Gas' 
business units and advised on matters relating to gas marketing, real estate 
transactions, business development and strategic planning, and litigation.   
 
Ryan also served as associate counsel to Linn Energy, LLC, a publicly-traded 
natural gas and oil exploration and production company. He assisted Linn Energy 
in completing or entering into more than $3 billion in oil and gas producing 
property acquisitions and offering more than $2 billion in equity through various 
PIPE financings. Ryan also advised the company's operating subsidiaries on a 
wide variety of issues relating to real estate, litigation/disputes and commercial 
agreements.  
 



Ryan was also previously an associate at an international law firm where he 
practiced in the corporate finance area. He has experience with public and 
private equity and debt offerings, including Rule 144A offerings, as well as SEC 
reporting and disclosure obligations and mergers and acquisitions. 
  
Ryan received a J.D. from the  University of Pittsburgh School of Law, an M.B.A. 
from the University of Pittsburgh with a concentration in finance, and a B.S. in 
economics from The Pennsylvania State University. 
 
Ryan T. Purpura, Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC, One Oxford Centre, 301 
Grant St., 20th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  Phone:  (412) 562-5274.   
Email:  ryan.purpura@bipc.com. 
 
Timothy R. Rounds 
Jackson Kelly PLLC 
 
Timothy R. Rounds is an associate in the Business and Commercial Law Department 
in Jackson Kelly's Charleston, West Virginia, office.  His practice includes a wide 
variety of real estate transactions, focusing on oil and gas property acquisitions, 
divestitures, lease negotiations, title examinations and curative work. In addition, he 
has experience in land and legal due diligence associated with oil and gas 
transactions. 
 
Mr. Rounds received a Bachelor of Science in political science and a Bachelor of 
Science in justice studies from Frostburg State University in 2002.  While attending 
Frostburg State University, Mr. Rounds was selected to participate in the Maryland 
Governor's Summer Internship Program, where he co-authored legislation designed to 
protect farmlands from development pressure. 
 
Mr. Rounds received his Juris Doctor from West Virginia University College of Law in 
2005.  He was a member of the West Virginia University College of Law's Clinical Law 
Program representing clients in various legal matters.  He also worked as a student 
prosecuting attorney for the prosecutor's office in Allegany County, Maryland. 
 
Mr. Rounds is admitted to the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and the 
United States District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia.  He is a member 
of the West Virginia State Bar Association, the Kanawha County Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association. 
  
Timothy R. Rounds, Jackson Kelly PLLC, 500 Lee Street East, Suite 1600, 
Charleston, WV 25301.  Phone:  (304) 340-1239.  Email: trounds@jacksonkelly. 
 
 
 
 
 



Justin A. Rubenstein 
Burleson Cooke, L.L.P. 
 
Justin Rubenstein is an associate in Burleson Cooke’s Pittsburgh office and 
concentrates his practice in the areas of oil and gas; title, including division order 
title opinions; employment; and litigation. 
 
Mr. Rubenstein has an extensive background representing coal mine operators 
in matters relevant to mining health and safety.  This includes litigation before the 
Federal Mine Safety Health Review Commission and the West Virginia Office of 
Miners’ Health Safety & Training. He advised clients in matters of compliance 
and assisted with MSHA-approved plans.  He has experience with contests of 
penalties, and pattern of violations notices (negotiations in cases totaling several 
hundred thousand dollars in contested penalties).  Mr. Rubenstein has assisted 
coal companies’ due diligence efforts related to mine safety and health issues as 
part of large mergers/acquisitions.  Mr. Rubenstein has experience in 
employment matters, including alleged discrimination and suspension/ 
termination. He has also handled employment litigation in West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania courts and agencies and has appeared before the EEOC. 
 
Mr. Rubenstein received a B.A. from Washington and Lee University, and a J.D. 
from West Virginia University College of Law in 2005, where he was elected to 
Order of the Coif, and was Executive Publication Editor for The West Virginia 
Law Review. 
 
He is admitted to practice in West Virginia and Pennsylvania, the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of West Virginia, and the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of West Virginia.  Mr. Rubenstein is a member of the American 
Bar Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association, West Virginia State Bar, and the 
Federalist Society.  
 
Justin A. Rubenstein, Burleson Cooke L.L.P., Southpointe Center, 501 Corporate 
Dr., Suite 210, Canonsburg, PA 15317.   
Phone:  (724) 746-6644.  Email:  jrubenstein@burlesoncooke.com 
 
Bruce F. Rudoy 
Tucker Arensberg 
 
Bruce F. Rudoy, a shareholder and director with the firm, concentrates his 
practice in the areas of energy – oil, gas & minerals, business transactions, 
general corporate law, securities and real estate. 
 
Mr. Rudoy is the head of the Tucker Arensberg's Energy - Oil, Gas & 
Minerals department.  He counsels various energy – oil & gas related clients on 
transaction and regulatory matters. Those matters are diverse, including the 
purchase and sale of oil & gas assets, oil & gas title issues and 



opinions, investment in joint venture operating structures (both as operator and 
non-operator), operator/issuer in limited partnership offering structures, oil & gas 
leasing, right of way issues, pipeline, tank battery and well construction and 
usage, seismic data acquisition and license, oil & gas secured lending, oil & gas 
title issues and opinions, and litigation related to all of the foregoing. 
 
Mr. Rudoy counsels businesses (both for-profit and non-profit entities) and its 
transactions, including domestic and international mergers, acquisitions and 
divestitures, corporate governance, contractual and employment matters, real 
estate transactions and leasing, financing through traditional lender debt and 
equity, securities and tax matters, restructure and reorganization, and joint 
ventures. He has advised businesses and individuals in various industries 
including energy (oil, gas, alternative fuels), manufacturing, distribution, 
wholesale, real estate, construction, retail, professional services and technology. 
 
Mr. Rudoy is a vice-chair of the Oil & Gas Committee of the American Bar 
Association and Resources. He is also a member of the Business Law, and Real 
Property, Probate and Trust sections of the American, Pennsylvania and 
Allegheny County Bar Associations. Mr. Rudoy is also a member of the 
Pennsylvania Independent Oil and Gas Association (PIOGA) and the Energy & 
Mineral Law Foundation (EMLF). He has been published and lectures frequently 
on topics including oil & gas law and business law issues before professional, 
civic and scholastic organizations. 
 
Mr. Rudoy graduated from Pennsylvania State University in 1987 with a B.S. in 
Finance. He attended City of London Polytechnic in London, England in 1986 
where he studied law and economics. He received his J.D. from Cleveland-
Marshall College of Law in 1992. During law school, he served on the Cleveland-
Marshall Journal of Law and Health. Mr. Rudoy also was a visiting student at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law. 
 
Bruce F. Rudoy, Tucker Arensberg, 1500 One PPG Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  
Phone:  (412) 594-5608.  Email:  brudoy@tuckerlaw.com. 
 
Russell L. Schetroma 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
 
Russell L. Schetroma, a Member of Steptoe & Johnson PLLC in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, focuses his practice in the areas of energy and oil and gas law.  From 
1972-2010, he was a shareholder and director in Culbertson, Weiss, Schetroma and 
Schug, P.C. 
 
Mr. Schetroma received his Juris Doctor cum laude from the Dickinson School of Law.  
He is a member of the American, Pennsylvania and Crawford County Bar Associations 
and is a past president of the Crawford County Bar Association.  He currently chairs the 
Land Title Standards Committee of the Crawford County Bar Association.   He serves 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania as a hearing board member in lawyer disciplinary 



matters. He has directed his firm's work as solicitors for the City of Meadville since 1975.  
Mr. Schetroma has been recognized by the Pennsylvania Bar Association with its award 
for “outstanding contributions to the pro bono service in Pennsylvania.”  In 2007, he 
received the John L. McClaugherty Award for his services to the Energy & Mineral Law 
Foundation.  He has served on its Executive Committee and is a member  
of the EMLF Board of Trustees.  In 2005 he was named a “Pennsylvania Super-Lawyer” 
by Law & Politics/Philadelphia magazine. 
 
Mr. Schetroma has been awarded a certificate in East/West Law and Relations by the 
McGeorge School of Law of the University of the Pacific after completing a course of 
study conducted in coordination with the Austro-American Institute of Education in 
Vienna, Austria and with the law faculty of Eötvös Lorand University in Budapest, 
Hungary.  He has also been awarded a certificate by Edinboro University evidencing his 
completion of its introductory course in Mandarin Chinese.  He holds certificates from 
the Harvard Law School evidencing completion of its Programs of Instruction for 
Lawyers in Negotiation and Mediation.  Mr. Schetroma has participated in and lectured 
at many continuing legal education and trade association programs.  He publishes and 
lectures extensively on topics related to oil and gas law, land title law, issues related to 
forming and counseling small businesses, legal ethics, international trade law, municipal 
law and negotiation theory.   Mr. Schetroma is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania, the 
United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania, and the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
 
Russell L. Schetroma, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, 201 Chestnut Street, Suite 200, 
Meadville, PA 26334.  Phone:  814.336.6400.  Email:  russell.schetroma@steptoe-
johnson.com. 
 
Joel E. Symonds 
EQT Production Company 
 
Joel E. Symonds works in the land department at EQT Production in Charleston, West 
Virginia.  His work is focused on title issues surrounding oil and gas development.  He 
has experience in the areas of oil and gas, coal, commercial real estate, and 
regulatory law.   
 
Joel is an active member of the West Virginia State Bar and an inactive member of the 
Virginia State Bar.  He is also a member of EMLF, the West Virginia Bar Association, 
and is President of the Charleston, West Virginia Chapter of the Washington and Lee 
Alumni Association. 
 
Joel is a native of Princeton, West Virginia and earned his B.A. (’97) and J.D. (’04) 
from Washington and Lee University. 
 
Joel E. Symonds, EQT Production Company, 1710 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Charleston, WV 25302.  Phone:  (304) 348-3823.  Email:  JSymonds@eqt.com.  
 



B. Joyce Trew 
EQT Production Company 
 
Ms. Trew is the Director of Title for EQT Production Company in Pittsburgh, PA.  
Her specialty is oil and gas law, specifically mineral title examination.  She 
manages the EQT title groups located in Washington, PA and Charleston, WV.  
She received her J.D. from the University of Tulsa School of Law in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and L.L.M. from the The George Washington School of Law in 
Washington, D.C.  Ms. Trew’s prior experience includes the private practice of 
law in Tulsa, Oklahoma and Washington D.C. and employment in the legal 
division of The Williams Companies, Inc. in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  
 
Joyce Trew, EQT Production, EQT Plaza, 625 Liberty Avenue, Suite 1700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  Telephone: (412) 395-2080.   
Email:  jtrew@eqt.com. 
 
Christopher B. Wallace 
Law Offices of Christopher B. Wallace 
 
Christopher B. Wallace maintains a solo law practice in Utica, New York concentrated 
almost exclusively in the area of oil and gas law with cases and projects spanning the 
several jurisdictions in which he is admitted to practice.  Most clients are oil and gas or 
coalbed methane producers/ 
operators, transporters, marketers and/or distributors requiring legal expertise in 
matters involving leasing, title examination, transactions, general corporate and 
employment issues, regulatory compliance, financing, property conveyancing, and 
administrative hearings and procedures.  Prior to establishing his present hometown 
practice in 1992, Mr. Wallace maintained a private oil and gas law practice in 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania.  Previously, he served as Eastern Regional Counsel and 
Land Manager for Edisto Resources Corporation in Pittsburgh and he was employed 
by Anadarko Production Company and Pennzoil Company as a staff attorney/land 
manager in their respective Denver, Colorado facilities. 
 
Mr. Wallace graduated from the University of Vermont (B.A. Political Science , 1976) 
and St. Mary’s University of San Antonio  School of Law (J.D., 1978).  He is admitted 
to practice law before the local and state courts of New York, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Colorado and Texas, and before the United States District Courts for the 
District of Colorado, the Western District of Pennsylvania, and the Southern District of 
West Virginia.  Wallace is a member of the New York State Bar Association, 
Pennsylvania Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas, the West Virginia State Bar, 
and the Oneida County (New York) Bar Association.  He serves or has served as an 
officer, director and/or trustee of numerous legal, trade and educational organizations 
appurtenant to the energy and natural resources industries, inclusive of the Energy & 
Mineral Law Foundation, the Michael Late Benedum Chapter of AAPL, and the 
Northern Appalachian Landmans Association.  He has been a frequent author, 
speaker, and/or presenter of relevant facts and opinions to his profession and to the 



oil and gas industry. In addition, Mr. Wallace has qualified and testified as an expert 
witness in numerous legal and/or administrative proceedings.         
 
Mr. Christopher B. Wallace, Attorney at Law, 421 Broad Street, Suite #8, Utica,  
NY 13501.  Phone: (315) 735-4599.  Email: cwallace@christopherbwallace.com. 
 
James R. Witte 
Glenville State College 
 
Rick Witte is an Instructor of Land Surveying at Glenville State College, teaching 
classes in Computer Assisted Mapping, Introduction to Land Surveying, Route 
Construction and Design, Legal Descriptions: Interpretation and Writing, 
Cartography, Computations II, and Energy Resource Surveying.  Before joining 
the faculty full-time, Rick was an adjunct instructor of Computer Assisted 
Mapping and Design.  As a Professional Surveyor, WV License # 1976, he has 
worked for several surveying and engineering firms, on a wide variety of projects.     

 
Rick is an active member of several organizations concerned with the practice of 
surveying, including the West Virginia Society of Professional Surveyors, the 
West Virginia Association of Geospatial Professionals, the National Society of 
Professional Surveyors, and the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping. 

 
He received his B.S. degree from Glenville State College, and his M.A. from 
West Virginia University. He has taken graduate courses in Distance Education 
from the University of Maryland, University College. 
    
Since joining the faculty of GSC in August 2001, he has completed course work 
in Technology Education and attended seminars on a variety of topics.  In 
addition to attending classes and seminars, he has given a licensing review class 
for the WVSPS since the year 2004.  

 
James R. Witte, Glenville State College, Glenville, West Virginia, 26351. 
Phone: (304) 462-6376   Email: James.Witte@glenville.edu. 
 


